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http://www.devilbendfoundation.org.au/ 

From the President 
Can trees be described thus, “A thing of beauty is a joy forever” as 
someone once said, or perhaps “The Tree which moves some to 
tears of joy is in the eyes of others only a green thing that gets in 
the way” William Blake 1799. I grew up amid trees and I love 
them, not unlike the feelings of many people who choose to buy 
properties with a tree or two happily growing thereon. It’s perhaps 
not long before the trees demonstrate bad behaviour, i.e., dropping 
leaves and sticks: so down they come to be replaced by Iceberg 
roses or maybe a sweet pittosporum, or one of the multiple forms 
of cypress. Of course some foolish people decide to plant a 
beautiful flowering gum under their power lines, which in time 
grows beyond its permitted height. The original owners of my 
house planted two flowering gums: one a red flowering ficifolia, 
the other a pink flowering monster. Should anything happen to this 
latter tree to have to come down, I would have to mortgage my 
house to pay for it. It’s high enough to be a ‘Magic Faraway Tree’, 
without climbable branches. 
Trees around my local streets have enemies. A lemon-scented gum 
on my nature strip is ravaged by possums that come across the road 
via powerlines. In 2012 the tree was a thing of beauty; in 2021 it is 
a wonderfully shaped piece of misery. Shire people have looked at 
it three times since July 2020, and unless any part of it is likely to 
fall on someone then it looks as though its doom is nigh. This 
branch or that one can’t be removed - “it’s over the powerline”, 
“it’s too expensive to deal with” and “if it dies it will be left as it 
is.” A nicely-shaped dead tree is preferable to a less nicely-shaped 
live one pruned to interrupt the possum highway. 
Further around the corner another street eucalypt suffers the 
indignity of increasing piles of lawn clippings packed around its 
base. The tree is aged with one side dead possibly due to its 
ongoing mistreatment. Poor thing! 
Around the next corner a eucalypt stands extremely dead on the 
nature strip. Its leaves are still attached and because it looked 
strange, I looked at it closely and discovered five big drill holes in 
the roots which have been recently covered with new soil. Of 
course, an untidy eucalypt doesn’t fit in with the neatly manicured 
weekender. 
Two perfectly healthy eucalypt trees have met their doom on the 
nature strip beside the new aquatic centre (i.e., local pool). New 
curbing being installed couldn’t go around them for some reason. 
The enemy here as I see it is new building aesthetics. More 
chipping away at habitat. 
If I were a tree, I would be living a life of dread being rooted to the 
spot as I watched the chainsaw coming. Should I be an Ent from 
Tolkien’s Fanghorn’s Forest, I could at least walk away to a 
possibly safer place, if one exists. 
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EDITORS NOTE 
I thought of suggesting to the FOD 
team that they might like to spend 
time with PV later in the year in a 
South African Weed Orchid (Disa 
bracteate) control effort. But it 
depends on whether PV agrees to it. 
My thought too, is if everyone 
carried a plastic bag in their pocket 
the orchid heads could be carefully 
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Recently I visited The Ada Tree, which is estimated at 300-400 
years old and 75mtrs high. She is on the National Trust (Vic) 
National Tree Register: but that hasn’t stopped vandals from 
carving their names into her mighty buttresses. 
On a happier note, the proposed AGL Crib Point FRSU debacle has 
been knocked on the head. A tremendous result, and the over 6000 
accepted submitters against it deserve a mighty round of applause. 
A considerable number of submissions weren’t accepted for some 
reason and those people should at least get 10 out of 10 for trying. 
Marnie Fitzsimons 
President 
 

removed and put in the bag and in 
this way seed dispersal might be 
reduced. It goes without saying that 
correct ID is required beforehand. 
I’d like to skite that I recorded a 
lyrebird in the bush at Powelltown. 
I saw five birds, two of which were 
males, and heard one doing a 
kookaburra, currawong and others I 
didn’t recognise. 
Marnie Fitzsimons 
 

 

 

FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FOD) 
February 27th was the first day back in the bush for 2021, albeit with a small team. Jack, a new and youthful superhero 
was welcomed with open arms. What a difference is made by the energy of youth, something that has quietly drifted 
into the past by the majority of the team! However, our dedication and zeal is unsurpassed! Annabel and Roger were 
in Tasmania attending to family matters, while Liz, our other youthful toiler, has moved to Tasmania where her 
husband has a new job. Hopefully she will return at some stage to renew her pitto attack with us.  I spotted a handsome 
slow moving beetle on a bracken frond. There were a few around so maybe it was there time to be about. 

Jamie and Jack toiled and talked while Julie and I dealt with coppiced pittos, and by the time we reached the forest 
wall it was knockoff time. Amid the pittos and gahnia was a kangaroo resting place, secluded, with three emergency 

exits. We didn’t get around to clearing this patch: 
it awaits a future assault when the roos will need 

to re-adjust their decor.  

At Jack’s suggestion the pittos were heaped into a 
couple of piles, which makes sense due to some 

having seeds, and the ground that had been 
densely covered would have a chance to see 

daylight. It will be interesting to see what springs 
forth from here.  

March 27th began with some rain though not 
enough to deter the team. A wonderful turn up of 
seven! Jack came back, so it was terrific he wasn’t 
frightened off by the enormity of the task at hand. 
Annabel and Roger were back from overseas, and 
Jill managed time between work and babysitting. 

 

 

 

Annabel and I spent our time dealing with coppiced pittos; hundreds of seedlings sprouting from previously downed 
fruiting trees; and gorse seedlings coming up everywhere. I suppose because they could see daylight it was an 
opportunity not to be lost. Not far from us were some fine examples of blooming gorse but too big and prickly for us 
to tackle. 

The J-team; Jamie, Julie, Jack and Jill were in the thick of it, and while Annabel and I were dealing with gorse there 
was a mighty crash further in the bush. A head count determined all present and accounted for. Roger was with the J- 
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Wandering Beetle MF 
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team too and nowhere near it. I went back later 
and had a look. The limb was green but must’ve 
had a weak spot, and maybe became too heavy 
with the rain on it; there was no wind.  

Julie’s oat slice was deliciously welcome at 
smoko, as was the cuppa tea even though no one 
brought milk. 

The Friends of Daangean have submitted a grant 
application to DELWP, in the hope we can get 

some money in order to engage a contractor, via PV, to deal with the 
last five or so hectares of heavily infested bush. It would great to see 
the back of this block, not that any of them look so different when 
your head is down with eyes peering at the ground. 

 

Saturday 24th April weeding took place in the same patch we’ve been 
toiling in for the past 10 years. Jill, Roger, Annabel and I made up 
the team. Three J-team members had other things to attend to so were 
absent. The bush looks a treat where we’ve cleaned it up and is 
worthwhile gazing at with pride. 

 

 

 

No falling limbs this time. However, near where we 
park at the work site the top half a peppermint had 
recently fallen. Things spotted: one pink hyacinth 
orchid at the end 
of its flowering 
had struggled 
through the 
bracken; a turtle 
shell with most of 
its odoriferous 
occupant still 
inside was a fox 
victim; twining 

glycine and love creeper are twining their way up bracken, gahnia and 
pittosporum; and mistletoe is in bud.  

The next session is May 29th, when Jamie will be the boss because I’ll be away - in 
the sandy country of the Mallee, Wentworth, Broken Hill, Menindee and Mungo. 
The Menindee Lakes are filling up after being empty for a very long time, so they 
should be interesting to see. That’s if the plague doesn’t strike again and border 

closes!  
Marnie Fitzsimons 

Jack & Jamie with the pile of pittos MF 

Super Jack MF  

March pitto team MF 

Annabel with latest protective headwear MF 
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VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY SURVEYING 

Waterwatch Report 
Our volunteering activities are nearly back to normal, apart from the necessary restrictions to keep us all safe 
from Covid-19. 
The water levels at both Devilbend and Bittern have been dropping steadily, as is expected over the summer 
period. The levels range between 73.2 and 74.0 at Bittern and between 66.2 and 67.0 at Devilbend, 
measured in metres above sea level as the standard way to measure water depth. 
The water quality is very good, and well within the parameters set by Melbourne Water. There are still very 
low numbers of water birds on both reservoirs (possibly seasonal or the birds have moved to smaller bodies 
of water in other areas). The contractors have mowed along, but not in, the catch drains so the reeds and 
plants have grown very well with the frogs becoming vocal in their protected habitats. The 
macroinvertebrate monitoring has not been carried out for a fairly long period, so the water watch group has 
decided to take it on board. We are now starting to sample at both Bittern and Devilbend. The monitoring 
for macroinvertebrates is normally carried out twice yearly. It will give some more data regarding water 
quality, and whether some are a food source for the fish and some of the water birds. On our first outing we  

 
came across a large variety of water bugs 
which was then recorded by species and 
number found. Our data is entered into the 
Melbourne Water data base, in a similar 
way to entry of our water testing results. It 
will be interesting to see whether bug 
numbers vary over time, with the seasons 
and higher or lower rainfalls. 
Graham White 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macroinvertebrate Survey 
Macroinvertebrate surveying is going to 
restart after a four-year hiatus. Although 
without formal training, members of the 
WW team ventured forth to Devilbend 
Reservoir on 12th March for a practice run 
in catching and identifying aqueous 
critters. Graham was unanimously elected 
as the water carrier, and as such, passed 
with flying colours. Armed with 
identification book, charts and scant 
procedural recollections, we set about 
something once done in childhood at the 
local dams, looking at aquatic creatures 
with the purpose of putting names to them. 
Extremely active shrimps leapt all over the 
place, some out of the trays, although 
when on the dry table surface they were 

Graham & Helen at WW site 2 MF 

Graham collecting water samples Bittern MF 
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easy to pick up and return to the water. Shrimps are rather attractive with their translucent bodies, though I 
think they might be the sheep of the MI world. Altogether, we identified Mayfly (order Ephemeroptera); 
Stick Caddis (order Trichoptera); Dragonfly (order Odonata); Side Swimmer (order Amphipoda); Water 
Boatman (order Hemiptera); single Mosquito Fish Gambusia (pest); single Yabby (order Decapoda); 
Damselfly (order Odonata); Diving Beetle (order Coleoptera); multiple Shrimp (order Decapoda); single 
Aquatic Snail (order Gastropoda); single Aquatic Caterpillar (order Lepidoptera);  and what looked like 
mites. We were quite satisfied with our efforts. Two team members were unable to attend, so we’ll be out 
for another practice. Hopefully Melbourne Water will run a training day at The Briars in Mt Martha, so we 
can hone our skills in this department.  
With a full team the Macroinvertebrate (MI) survey took place on Thursday 22nd April at Bittern Reservoir. 
It was decided to check this water to see if there was much variation between here and Devilbend. Aquatic 
shrimp were fewer in number this time, but we don’t know if it was due to a different water body or that it 
was several weeks later than the previous venture. Mites seemed greater in number; one only dragonfly  
 

 
 
nymph; and no caterpillars this time. Lots of Gambusia were caught, but otherwise to our untrained eyes 
most of the critters were the same as those caught previously in Devilbend Reservoir, though they may have 
varied in number. 
Marnie Fitzsimons 
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BIRD MONITORING REPORT 
Just a few photos from the Devilbend bird count on 23rd April. A Bluebill Duck was on a small wetland off 
Loders Track: it only appeared out of the reeds for a moment and then was gone. A Brush Bronzewing was a 
new one for me: we saw a few of them between the picnic ground and the fishing platforms. 
On the morning of the 25th February I went to check out the Sea Eagle’s nest, as Roger had requested, and  
on the way there I saw three large Raptors circling high above. At first, I thought they could be the Sea 
Eagles, but they were Wedge Tail Eagles. I only managed one shot with all three in the same shot. I found 
the Sea Eagle’s nest but there was no activity in or near it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What differences have we observed in water bird occurrence and abundance during the past decade? 
 
Most obvious to me is the complete absence of the Great Crested Grebe (GCG) and the reduced incidence of 
the Hoary-headed Grebe since the stocking of Devilbend Reservoir with trout fingerlings for recreational 
purposes, and the subsequent permission for canoe fishing over a section of the deep water favoured by 
these grebes. 
I have always found grebes fascinating species since I timed their different foraging patterns and diving 
times during fieldwork projects at Uni. Their food availability at Devilbend undoubtedly will have changed. 
This may be coincidental, as without a detailed scientific study of these species’ feeding ecology one cannot 
be absolutely certain of the reason for their absence. The diet of the GCG includes fish; insects and larvae; 
crustaceans; snails; tadpoles; plant material, and quantities of feathers. They rapidly pursue fish under water. 
At rest they are usually solitary or in small numbers. 

Bird images Michael Mann 
 



7 

The GCG is nomadic or migratory, with some regular north and south seasonal movement, so their seeking 
of easier places, amongst our ephemeral wetlands, to obtain food is not really unexpected. But I really miss 
the spectacular double horned crest, and their unique elaborate courtship displays. We have been really 
lucky in the past to have witnessed that on occasions. Let us hope that one day they might return. 
The Hoary-headed Grebes are quite different in their group behaviour at Devilbend, forming large rafts 
which move around the reservoir close together, presumably for safety. Like other grebes they keep well 
clear of people. They are also highly nomadic and fly long distances at night so when conditions here are 
right, they may well return. 
Roger Richards 
For the Devilbend and Woods Reserves Bird Monitors 

 

The summer has been quite busy in the Northern Peninsula Parks, with everybody enjoying their local parks 
after discovering/rediscovering them through Covid restrictions last year. Devilbend was no exception, with 
daily visitor levels higher than previous years and lots of people getting out enjoying some fishing, on-water 
access, bushwalking, cycling and picnicking. 

Weed work over the summer months has seen us continue to focus on African Weed Orchid (Disa 
bracteate). This troublesome weed continues to spread, despite our significant efforts in trying to control it 
over the past 4 years. Future efforts will see us trying to contain it within the reserve, and minimising its 
spread throughout it. 

Blackberry and Cape Broom have been targeted in and around the high visitation areas, including visitor 
nodes, walking tracks and the horse trail. 

Contractor works have recently been undertaken in the Bushbroker Block in the South East corner of 
Devilbend. The work has seen $15,000 of weed work conducted, focusing on Blackberry, and a full woody 
weed sweep of the site. The indigenous regeneration occurring in this block is encouraging. 

Parks Victoria, along with the Mornington Peninsula Shire, has been successful in acquiring a Peri-Urban 
DELWP Grant for Woodland Break. The grant will see $15,000 of weed work conducted, focusing on 
Sweet Pittosporum and Gorse. Hopefully it will treat the remaining pocket of mature Pittosporum, thus 
minimising the recruitment of this weed into less-infested parts of the block. The proposed work will assist 
the Friends of Daangean with their continuous hard work of woody weed control in this block. 

My Ranger position has now been moved to French Island as part of the French Island Cat Eradication 
Program. This program aims to target the remaining estimated 200 cats that exist on the island, in order to 
help support and protect the native fauna that is preyed upon by these highly skilled predators. 
Weed of the Month 

 
Cape Broom (Genista monspessulana) 
 Cape Broom is a small to medium sized shrub which can grow 
up to a height of 3 m. The leaves are trifoliate (each leaf divided 
into 3 leaflets), with the central leaflet being longer than the outer 
two leaflets. Leaflets and young stems of broom are covered in 
woolly, grey hairs, giving the plant a silvery look when viewed 
from afar. Broom flowers are bright yellow, growing in dense 
clusters at branch ends, appearing late winter to late spring. 
 Broom control can be through herbicide application and cut 
and paint techniques. 

Sam Graham 
Ranger Northern Peninsula Parks and Reserves & French Island 
National Park 
South East Melbourne District 
T: (03) 5986 9100 I M: 0459 061 906 
E: sam.graham@parks.vic.gov.au 

 

PARKS VIC NEWS 
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BIOLINKS UPDATE 

Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat (Biolink 
The biolink update article is held over until the next newsletter 
For more information, contact Project Coordinator Chantal Morton: chantal.morton@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

 

 

YOUNG FRIENDS OF DEVILBEND RESERVE (YFDR) 
Administrative arrangements are still being finalized for young folk from Bunjilwarra Healing Centre to 
work and learn in the reserve under Adam Magennis’ direction. In the meantime, their visits to the reserve 
have been supervised by our old friend, Hansi Wagner, as part of the work of The Crew at Daangean. 
Jamie Edgerton 

TURTLES 
The Daangean Turtle Project is a broad citizen-science community project that DFI/FOD supports. We 
encourage others to become involved: it provides a fantastic opportunity to make a real impact on turtle 
habitat and protection. 
For more information on how to be involved, contact the Daangean Turtle Project coordinator Hansi Wegner 
at thecrewatdaangean@gmail.com, or devilbendfoundation@gmail.com and we will be happy to pass on 
your details 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI 

CITY ROOFTOPS CONTINUE TO BE OVERLOOKED FOR NATIVE PLANTS 
There has always been public grief at the loss of the Australian bush — next to the beach, it is our most 
cherished outdoor space. In 1835, John Batman was so impressed with the unspoilt riparian landscape of the 
now Yarra River, he stated ‘This is a place for a village.’ 
Would Batman have chosen a treeless place for his home? No, he perched his family on a hill (originally 
named Pleasant Hill in 1835 by Captain John Lancey) with views of the Yarra River and vast distant forests. 
He did however clear a site for his 1,000 fruit trees and a substantial garden. 
By the time the grazier and explorer died in May 1839, the lower Yarra forest had been chomped away by 
the indiscriminate use of the axe and saw. Dust, floods and polluted water became the norm. 
An eyewitness account of this obliteration of the Australian bush, which occurred in what is now the 
CBD, was recorded by the Architect and Government Surveyor Mr Robert Russell. In his diary entry, 
October 1839, his disquiet with the pace of change is obvious, 

“But yesterday a wood-land solitude; to-day a busy, bustling township, with the sound of the hammer 
and the anvil, the axe and the saw, replacing silence which was only broken a few short years ago by 
the screaming of parrots and cockatoos, or the thud of kangaroos leaping down to the river-side to 
drink of the stream the contrast is quite startling; the change almost incredible.” 

The history of the City of Melbourne records that they never restored any of this native vegetation. Not a 
skerrick. It is currently the Council’s policy not to plant any local indigenous species within the CBD. There 
is one small concession granted to ‘feral’ native mistletoe that has colonised some of the Plane trees spread 
by the native Mistletoe Bird. There is a good example of this on the corner of Lt Collins and Russell Streets. 

It is a little puzzling that on the one hand we show genuine respect and recognise the lands underneath CBD 
buildings as spiritually connected to ancient (and current) Aboriginal culture and laws, and on the other hand 
banish plants that evolved in this earth for hundreds of thousands of years. 

The last surviving River Red Gum in the CBD was cut down in 1878 and turned into a throne for St Francis 
Church, cnr. Elizabeth and Latrobe Streets, where it once stood on the banks of Williams Creek. It outlived 
its usefulness as a church bell ‘tower’. 

In 1910, The Age broadcast a philosophy encouraging indigenous plants in the city with these inspiring 
words: 

OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER 
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We might extend the principle so as to make our streets visions of delight to those who dwell among 
them, and themes for praise in foreign lands. Arboreal treasures with which to experiment have been 
freely given us. Our part is, first, to restore them in their birthright—space in their own soil, liberty to 
grow and bloom in their own climate—and then to exult in the plentiful harvest of beauty with which 
they will reward us. (The Age, page 5, Sat 5 March 1910) 

There are vast flat areas inside the CBD that offer major possibilities for native plants. Not at ground level, 
but by vegetating roofs with meadows of native flowers and local grasses. In some cases, small shrubs may 
be considered. The old Robert Hoddle’s Grid urgently needs “Vitamin RG” — Roof Gardens. 
I am using the term roof gardens to encompass all other terms used for rooftop vegetation — living roof, 
green roof and so on. In many ways the commercialisation of roof gardens involved a fortuitous event in 
Germany. In the 1880s cheap housing was roofed with highly flammable tar. To solve this problem Mr H. 
Koch added a layer of sand and gravel. Gradually nature established in this sand and gravel with seed 
colonization and roof gardens evolved. Fifty of these roofs remained intact and waterproof some 100 years 
later. 
Melbourne CBD building owners appear reluctant to take up roof garden opportunities. Why? 
Part of the procrastination on building roof gardens is that Melbourne lacks a notable and benevolent Roof 
Garden Patron to champion improvements and get things moving. 
For a while the ex-Lord Mayor, Cr Robert Doyle, stepped in as a roof garden advocate. He opened 
boisterously 131 Queen St roof garden in July 2010; and the University of Melbourne’s Burnley research 
green roof in February 2013; and on 21 November 2013, I also saw him proudly announce a roof garden that 
never eventuated on top of 517-525 Flinders Lane, owned at the time by Melbourne investor Brendan 
Sullivan. 
Another project announced, and yet to sprout is the roof garden at the State Public Offices, 1 Treasury Place, 
East Melbourne. In 2017, the Victorian Government set aside $1.25 million to match the City of 
Melbourne’s contribution for this demonstration project. No news on this delay. 
To be successful, and win the hearts of building owners, making more roof gardens will require a dedicated 
green infrastructure organisation. One that does not suffer from an identity crisis. Staffed with a mix of 
required skills, passion and talents and funded from the State congestion levy, it would chart a new direction 
in CBD greening — above street level. 
We need an equivalent to Singapore National Parks Board, ‘dedicated to transforming Singapore into a city 
in nature and to create the best living environment through nature conservation, greenery and recreation…’ 
While the City of Melbourne has a long history in the provision of parklands, roof gardens and green walls 
are not yet in our consciousness as core local government services. 
The Council’s rooftop mapping exercise, to identify suitable city roofs for gardens, contains too many 
technical flaws to be useful. There must be a better way. 
How about we start with CBD buildings with known weight loads suitable for roof gardens, rather than 
speculate across the entire city using aerial photos and digital elevation maps. 
And let’s keep it simple. 
What if it was understood that large flat roofs are capable of beautification by removing tonnes of concrete 
pavers and installing a fully saturated garden? A garden that weighs less than these ugly high-density 
pavers! 
This year, I was involved in a roof garden at Victoria University that was built to a soil depth of 150mm and 
when fully saturated the weight of the roof garden was 107 kg/sqm. The pavers the garden replaced imposed 
a dead load of 125 kg/sqm. 
Roof gardens should not be characterised as an expense. They are an important contribution to society. 
Many CBD building owners may not appreciate the full value and potential of their building rooftops. 
Spaces begging to offer tenants, or visitors an opportunity to marvel at our botanical beauty. 
Last year the Victorian Government announced that it would fast-track a 5000 sqm green roof on the 
proposed Bulleen Park and Ride multi-level carpark. However, it is being built on top of parkland already 
vegetated with trees — so it is not adding any new green space for Melbourne. 
There have been suggestions to mandate roof gardens. But in Victoria roof gardens cannot be mandated until 
there are technical specifications and standards to allow third party inspections for planning or building 
compliance. 
But we cannot rely on new buildings to do all the heavy lifting anyway. Owners of existing buildings able to 
accommodate roof gardens need to do their part. 
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If roof gardens are to be built where they provide the greatest good, then it can’t be left up to aimless and 
speculative property development to decide where they should go. 
A high priority for roof gardens must include areas such as the upper and middle areas of the flood-prone 
Elizabeth Street storm water catchment. Absorbing rain is what roof gardens do best. 
One of the most inspirational roof gardens occurred not in Melbourne but Warburton. In the 1940s Mr 
Alfred H. Ottrey, with the help of a horse and pulley, elevated 200 tons of soil and farmed the roof of the 
Warburton general store (see photo). He had glasshouses, seven beehives, and cultivated grapes and 
vegetables. He did this without legal advice, a procurement contract, green roof specifications, or a media 
advisor — those were the days! 

Broderick Street 
Hawthorn Victoria 
Submitted by Kevin Street 

FOXES 
European Red Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) were introduced to mainland Australia in the late 1850s for 
recreational hunting. Being opportunistic hunters and scavengers with very few natural predators, they have 
spread rapidly throughout the country, and are abundant in all states and territories except Tasmania. Not 
only do foxes pose a threat to livestock, preying on poultry and lambs, but they have also been implicated in 
the decline and extinction of many small to medium-sized native mammal, bird and reptile species. A study 
into the stomach contents of foxes discovered that foxes consume between 300-400 grams of wildlife every 

night, with rabbits making up only 
around 25% of their diet. Foxes will 
also eat fruit when in season, and are 
vectors for the spread of serious 
environmental and noxious weeds 
such as European Blackberry and 
Boneseed. In high density areas they 
may also be a health risk to humans 
and pets, through transmission of 
diseases such as distemper, parvo 
virus and mange. 
Our native wildlife has not evolved 
alongside the threat of foxes, and is at 
a serious disadvantage when it comes 
to evading these introduced predators. 

Foxes most certainly hold the advantage, with ground-dwelling and nesting species at most risk. Within 
Devilbend Natural Features Reserve, of particular concern is the threat of foxes to EPBC-listed Southern 
Toadlet and Australasian Bittern, as well as populations of Eastern Long Necked Turtles whose nests are 
raided during breeding season. Although foxes are territorial, they have also been known to cover large 
distances. Where foxes are removed from an area, others soon move in. In order to arrest the decline of our 
native wildlife, it is important that fox control be sustained over time, ideally involving all land managers.  
Last year Devilbend-Hastings Landcare Group was the recipient of a Community and Environment Grant to 
reduce foxes on private land around Devilbend Reservoir. The project was inspired by the amazing work  
 
being done by Hansi Wagner and ‘The Crew at Daangean’ as part of the Daangean Turtle Project. Seven 
properties, strategically located surrounding the reserve, participated in the program. A soft-jaw leghold 
trapping program was chosen as the preferred method of control, and undertaken by experienced local 
contractor Rod Brindley from Timberscope. For information about the Devilbend-Hastings Landcare Fox 
Control Program, please email Devilbend-Hastings Landcare President Keith Old at 
keithold@ermfocus.com. 
If you would like to know more about what you can do to help control foxes on your property, please 
contact Landcare Facilitator Chantal Morton at facilitator@mplandcare.org.au 
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REGENERATION OF HOME HABITAT – ‘the problems and pitfalls’ 

 

 
It is now some 40 years plus since we began to be “enlightened” as to the loss of indigenous vegetation and 
habitats. Down at Somers the problem plants were identified by a friend from the Botanic Gardens: Myrtle-
leaf Milkwort (Polygala myrtifolia); Gorse; Blackberries; Cactus; Pittosporum; Mirror Bush; Coprosma; 
Cape Ivy; Bridal Veil Creeper; Dolichos; rampant introduced grasses; Agapanthus, Big Periwinkle (Vinca 
major) – whatever was a foreign ‘infiltrator’! Most was burnt on site with complaints about smoky washing! 
“What are you doing chopping down all our “bush”? said many. 
Underneath the ‘weeds’ were remnants of the original vegetation – Sword Sedge; Mat Rush; struggling Tea  
Trees and Coastal Beard Heath. Among them we planted Poas and Banksias. The next problem was ‘weed’ 
grasses: Panic Veldt grass (Ehrharta erecta); Sweet Vernal; Rampant Prairie; Vulpia etc.) which flourished 
and took hours of labour to pull – in fact years in the end. Sore hands, knees and backs! Introduced grasses 
have become the nemesis – 3 months to seed! 7 years seed survival they say! Over time Peter Jack helped, 
plus family, and Hans and Anthony. The latter erected shadecloth fencing to stop seeds blowing in, and 
finally Covid lockdown gave weeding space! Now it is follow up, follow up! 
An unexpected pitfall was the idea that Sea Berry Saltbush (Rhagodia candolleana) and NZ, or Bower 
Spinach (Tetragonia implexicoma) would be great ground cover. Both indigenous, these took off and needed 
little encouragement. Successful weed control YES! But they took over everything else, especially the 
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Lemon-scented Gum 2009 MF  

beautiful small indigenous ground covers such as Native Geranium; Pelargonium; native Forget-me-not; 
Weeping Grass; Wallaby Grass; Poas and so on. There are the odd echidna, koala and blue tongue lizards, 
and plenty of indigenous swamp rats (Rattus lutreolus) among the Sword Sedge, but not enough native 
‘gardeners’ overall to eat the young shoots, and dig up the soil and ‘farm’ the land – so we need to do that: 
pull out surplus and chop it up for mulch. A constant requirement. Now the rabbits chew the Weeping Grass 
and its seeds. Perhaps when they go the bandicoots will return – if not, humans will have to do the job! 
In our Tasmanian retreat it’s more of the same. With a wet spring the growth is prodigious, so it’s a 
‘busman’s holiday’ for us when we visit there. Slightly different species of the same coastal plants are found 
there. Twenty years of work here is also winning. No point questioning the philosophy of regeneration, 
JUST DO IT! Seventy years or more ago, my mother planted environmental weeds: Buffalo Grass and Blue 
Periwinkle (Vinca major) “to cover the sand”. Before that, forebears planted Marram Grass (from the 
Mediterranean or Africa) to stabilize the dunes! The Vinca and Buffalo Grass are highly invasive: the 
Marram too, and it has vertical roots which cause steep beach erosion unlike Native Spinifex which rounds 
off the dunes. 
Yesterday a wallaby bounded away, blue tongues and skinks abound, and there are numerous signs of 
echidnas. Kookaburras call, and sea eagles glide overhead. Up on the hill there are bandicoots and wombats. 
Cormorants sit on rocks and roost at the lagoon. 
It’s all about ecosystems and habitat and survival of indigenous species. It’s addictive - as many will agree! 
Annabel Richards 

Trees, unfortunate and otherwise 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Healthy Lemon-scented Gum 2012 MF 
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In the wrong place for the new pool MF 

The Ada Tree MF 

Possum ravaged foliage 2021 

Poisoned tree MF 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Little Covid Levity 
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DEVILBEND FOUNDATION INC 

SUBSCRIPTION – Please return form via email to DFI:  with subscription, and pay on line (place name 
in Reference for Direct Deposit and Receipt. 

YEAR JULY 2020 – JUNE 2021 

AMOUNT: $20.00 (DFI Bendigo Account: BSB 633-000 ACCOUNT NO: 129079448)  

NAME:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

STATUS:…………………………………………………MEMBER SINCE(approx)……………………………………………………. 

(General Member, Group Representative Member- state group name) 

Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EMAIL…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

TELEPHONE NUMBER………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Paid on Line (date)…………………………………………$20 enclosed/attached (date)………………………………….. 
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc. 
WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A WORLD 
CLASS CONSERVATION RESERVE! 

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit 
yourself as this financial year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as 
we are listed on the Register of Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of 
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. 

Yes I would like to donate $................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund 
[ ] I attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:  
Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 
PO Box 9 
Hastings 
Vic 3915 

[ ] I will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation 
Reserve Trust Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct 
(Ring DFI Treasurer Sue Milton on 0407 350 175). 

Name………………………………………………………….Signed………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………..Date…… 

“STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH” BOOKLET 
Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve – A Strategic 
Planning Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 
PO Box 9 
Hastings 
Vic 3915  

Name…………………………………………………………..…..Phone…………………… 

Email………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS 

I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. Please 
keep me in touch & note my name & contact details here.  

Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 5981 2483 or marniefitz1@gmail.com or post this to PO Box 9 
Hastings 3915 

Name………………………………………………………………………….. (Please print) 

Phone……………………………………Mobile……………………………………………… 

Email……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

My special interest in Devilbend Reserve is…………………………………………………… 

Signed…………………………………………………..Date……………. 


