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NEWSLETTER

MAY 2022
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From the President

G’day one and all, and welcome to our first newsletter for 2022.
While I’'m pondering what to write | can see the high part of a
wondrous cloud-adorned sunset over the trees and house next
door. During Volunteers’ Week ParksVic are treating their
Melbourne Volunteers to a day at Werribee Park mansion and
open range zoo on May 21%, which is voting day. Not that that
matters, as people can vote early should they so choose, which is

what | did.

Bunurong Country

I’ve been out on some Southern Toadlet (Pseudophryne

semimarmorata) expeditions at the Bittern section of Devilbend
Reserve, where some populations were discovered by Hansi
Wegner (Crew at Daangean) and Richard Akers (Melbourne
Water). | took myself out one day in pelting rain, more than sure |
would hear them. Although the Eastern Common Froglet (Crinia
signifera) was vocal along the catch drain and calls in the bush
probably emanated from the Southern Brown Tree Frog (Litoria

ewingii), no Toadlets were within my hearing.

Recently Richard Akers (MW) visited Devilbend with his
EnviroDNA device to test the water in various places for the
Southern Toadlet and possible traces of Dwarf Galaxia DNA. It
was a pleasant day for a stroll with like-minded enthusiasts, which
is probably why three blokes with two free running dogs decided
to invade. They changed direction and walked up the correct track,
with their dogs. My thinking is that the Victorian education
system is exceedingly poor when people are unable to read the NO
DOGS signs about the place. One of the girls in our group, who
intended going on the kangaroo count that very night and in the
same area as the dogs and their blokes, didn’t think she’d see any.

I’ve been having a look at various websites, which | have

provided at the end of this newsletter. Have a browse as there is
plenty of information contained in them on various wildlife and
scientific matters, e.g. the European rabbit infests two-thirds of
Australia and costs an estimated $216 million in lost farm
production; feral cats, numbering up to 6.3 million depending on
conditions, kill more than 456 million native mammals per annum,
not counting birds, reptiles and frogs etc.; Oxalis (soursob) is
declared as a weed in Victoria only; blackberry infests 9 million
hectares in Australia; Chytrid fungus, a skin pathogen, has wiped

out 90 amphibian species worldwide, and is considered

responsible for the extinction of five Australian frog species and

threatens the decline of many more.
Marnie Fitzsimons
President
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EDITORS NOTE

My strong efforts to save a street tree
for preservation against possums have
been successful. It now spreads its
leafy boughs and breathes a sigh of
great relief. Unfortunately, the
possums have redirected their
tastebuds towards plants in my garden
as never before. | could rip everything
out and have a McMansion style
garden and paint the driveway green!
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FOUNDATION NEWS

FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FOD)

The first Woodland Break working bee for 2022 began on Saturday the 26th February: a very pleasant day to be in the
bush. Eleven volunteers turned out - six of them resulted from an article in the Mornington and Western Port News. It
was a terrific result and an extremely fruitful day pittos-wise, with many falling before a team of youthful warriors.
Would that all days were the same! The chosen site was thick with many large trees and good-sized gorse bushes.
Gahnia radula had a healthy ground cover with some bracken in the mix. | was concerned the chosen area would put
off the newcomers, however, four of them returned for further punishment in March. I salute you!

After work everyone partook of shared tucker.
We sat a good way up the track so to be away
from the dust from traffic that treats Derril Rd as
if it were the Calder Raceway. Down at the
worksite the trees were covered in dust as were
we when vehicles roared past - and the wind
blowing the wrong way didn’t help.

Following Waterwatch on 16™ March, I returned
to the February weeding worksite for a better idea
of the area we covered. What a satisfying sight to
see all those pitto piles. Under a big spreading
messmate several kangaroos took off, but the boss
remained and checked me out before also clearing
off.

I also checked out the area where the contractors
worked last year, as I hadn’t been able to for
earlier due to the wrecked toe. | was a bit

e . disappointed in the area covered and hoped it
February Weeding Team MF would’ve been more. But then, beggars can’t be
choosers! Lots of Grey Fantails used the nearly bare pitto branches as perching places while searching for tucker. |
don’t know their feeding habits, but | presume
with the pittos gone they might be able to see the
ground, or maybe their food source found the
changed habitat to its liking. | disturbed the roos
in here too and they bounded from back whence
they came.

The volunteer numbers fell somewhat for the
March 26" weeding day, as some team members
were away and others had sudden medical issues:
however, we had nine brave souls. The day saw
us in a different and easier site than February, and
a good area of pittos was cleared. Also, we
reached the edge of the contractor-cleared area.
Tony knelt on a log as he cut into a pitto and rose
rather quickly when a bullant bit him on the knee.
The rest of the nest was rather cross, so we
moved to safer ground. Tony was so brave: he
merely brushed off the ant and continued on as
though nothing had happened. Had it been me, I’d have been leaping madly around and not brave!
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The pitto wall awaits - M



The third maintenance day for the year was 30™ April in clear and clement weather. Previous night’s heavy rain made
the day a trifle doubtful, but all bode well.
Seven of us worked with gusto, tackling many
pittos with ripening fruit preparing to spread
themselves about. Four others were unable to
come for varying reasons. | hope the early
starters return, because they have youth on their
side, but perhaps pitto pulling isn’t their cup of
tea, or weeding falls on the wrong day for them.
Alisson from PV was to join us with her
chainsaw: however she was unwell. Last time
Alisson was out wielding her chainsaw with us
she was several months pregnant. :
Leaves of the Tall Tongue Orchid poked {
through some of the fallen, dead pittos, clearly { !
very pleased to see some light after years of

darkness. Along the track beside the road fence
the Nodding Green hoods were emerging, likewise the Scented Sundews were making an appearance. Grey Fantails,
Eastern Yellow Robins frequented low and fallen branches, while small flitty birds kept to the canopy overhead.

April weeding team — MF

| attended the Werribee Park day in beautiful weather, however, not arriving at the crack of dawn I didn’t get around
as far as | would’ve liked. And constant roadworks keep changing or removing landmarks, which makes adventuring
interesting.

Marnie Fitzsimons

VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY SURVEYING

Waterwatch Report

The Waterwatch group is continuing monthly to monitor and test the quality of the water at Devilbend and Bittern. We
also checking for rubbish in the vicinity of our sites, and keep an eye out for fishing line that has been left behind by
people fishing on the platforms. We do find fishing line fairly often. We take it with us to dispose of properly, thereby
preventing wildlife from becoming entangled. Unfortunately, not all the people fishing in their canoes are staying in
the designated areas where fishing is allowed.

The water levels are fairly low, but quality still remains very good. With the lower water levels the edges are very soft
and muddy requiring extra caution when taking samples.

For some time now we have noticed that there are very few water birds of any kind at either reservoir, except for some
black swans and their young family. Richard Akers from Melbourne water has the theory that because of all the rain
the birds have better food sources and environment at other water sites.



The group has decided to do invertebrate monitoring on a regular basis again, normally in spring and then again in
autumn. We had the opportunity to attend a water bug identification training day on Sunday 27" March at Baldrys
Crossing at Main
Ridge to hone our
skills, plus another
day on April the 10"
for more practice and
identification. We
now have the skills to
confidently carry out
water bug monitoring
which also gives us a
good indication of
water and habitat
quality. It may also
indicate if stocking
the reservoir with fish
is having an effect on
water bugs.
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Recalcitrant fishermen in the reeds - GW

Waterwatch results Jan & Feb 2022

Nmg/L D.O. D.O EC Nitrate-Nit pHpH rP mg/L Air° Water° Turb

Date NH4+ % mg/L uS/cm mg/L N Units P C C NTU
11-01-

2022 0 96.61 8 1180 9.5 0 34 247 9
16-02-

2022 0 92.71 8 1240 9.3 0 23 22.5 9

EC changes with drought, soil & geology of the area, proximity to an estuary outlet
EC changes alter the functioning of plants & animals, growth, the survival of plants & animals

EC increases may indicate excessive loss of catchment vegetation, industrial or agricultural pollution, rising
groundwater (salinity issues)

N = ammonium; DO = dissolved oxygen; EC = electrical conductivity; Nitrate not tested; pH = acid/alkaline; rP =
phosphate; Air = temp; Water = temp; TURB = turbidity

Waterwatch Healthy Waterways Handbook, Melbourne Water



Devilbend Reservoir, 150m south of fishing platform, accessed by public car park Physico Chemical
Tests 06-05-2020 - 06-05-2022

~=—pH —— Electrical Conductivity
14 1,240

1,230

1,210

pH Units
uSiem

1,200

1,190

O = N W A B~ oW

1,180
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Mar 22 3 4 5 6 7 &8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Cheers Graham White

MACROINVERTEBRATE TRAINING DAYS

Part |

Melbourne Water held two training days recently in Main Ridge at Baldry’s Crossing. These were for Waterwatch
groups around the Mornington Peninsula and the Melbourne area. The first was on Sunday, 27" March, the second on
Sunday, 10™ April. We enjoyed glorious autumn weather on both days. For each event there was a good turn-up of
Waterwatch and Landcare groups from around the
Peninsula and further afield (including fromm Mullum
Mullum Creek Ringwood Group).

The Main Creek Waterwatch group was ably represented
by the very knowledgeable Adie Smith.

Enter the fascinating world of Fresh Water
Macroinvertebrates (water bugs), the subject of the
training days. Macroinvertebrate testing is carried out in
waterways as a biological water quality test. These little
critters range in being very sensitive to highly tolerant to
pollutants in waterways. If there is a high percentage of
very sensitive water bugs in the test sample it can be
concluded that the water quality of the waterway is good,
whereas if a large percentage of the sample consists of
very tolerant water bugs the conclusion would be that the
water way is polluted leading to investigation of the
source of the pollution.

As the testing of macroinvertebrates in waterways is such
an important one, these training days are vital to ensure
that the citizen-science volunteers are well trained in the
collection, identification and the scoring of the test
samples/surveys.

Day one training covered:
Safety precautions

Assessing the test site to ensure that a
representative sample is collected from the , .
habitats present, for example leaf packs, rocks, Water Scorpion - MF
logs, sand & sediment

The collection of the bugs




Captive Mayfly Nymph- MF

Sue Milton & Marnie Fitzsimons

MI participants Day 2 - MF

The identification of the bugs using
the ALT method (agreed level of
taxonomy)

Calculating the score for the site and
interpretation of the data.

Day 2 consisted of putting day one
into practice:

A big day: four test sites were
planned, with three achieved and the
fourth site deferred to a future date.
Main Creek was selected by
Melbourne Water because it has
previous record of very sensitive &
sensitive fauna (such as damselflies,
stoneflies & mayflies). Thus, trainees
had a good chance to get some
experience with bugs that they may
not encounter in more urbanised
waterways.

Thank you to Richard Akers

(Melbourne Water Waterwatch co-ordinator)
and Teresa Mackintosh for their expertise and enthusiasm in staging two great training days. Now we need to keep
practicing. Volunteers are very much welcomed.



WATERWATCH TRAINING DAYS
Part 11

Last month Richard Akers from Melbourne Water conducted training days in macroinvertebrate (M) identification in
Main Ridge, initially at Baldrys Crossing and subsequently at other sites on Main Creek and Splitters Creek. These
days were attended by folk working in diverse waterways around Melbourne including Scotchmans Creek at Mt
Waverley, Yarran Dheran, Elsternwick Park, Balcombe Creek (BERG) and Devilbend.

The number of macroinvertebrate species found in our creeks on the first training day was fewer than we've had in the
past. The hope was that this may have been due to the rather dry weather we've experienced this year, rather than
increased pollution in our creeks. Some water creatures are intolerant of pollution and the fewer-than-normal species
found could be an indication of increased pollution. Finding a greater diversity of creatures (particularly the intolerant
species) indicates streams in a better condition.

These surveys contribute to our understanding of the health of our waterways and the level of pollution to which they
are they are subjected. The results of the surveys are reported to Melbourne Water. These surveys, conducted over
time, can signal potential problems which may prompt professional investigation.

On the second training day, Richard brought a Melbourne Water colleague with him, Dr. Teresa Mackintosh. Teresa
has a PhD in Freshwater Ecology. On this occasion both Richard and Teresa were visiting in an unpaid capacity and
came purely for their interest in waterbugs.

Happily, on this occasion we were able to spend a long time examining and discussing aspects of the bugs we found.
Thanks to Teresa, we found more species that day than we've ever found before in our creeks, which was very
exciting. In addition, Richard clarified aspects of some of the critters that were formally not well understood (for
example: how to determine which way the shell of a water snail opens, and how to detect the differences in caddis fly
nymph cases).

Our finding of increased diversity of macroinvertebrates during this survey indicated that our waterways are in a better
condition that we had previously thought.

The challenges now are to retain our new ID skills and knowledge, and to work to keep our creeks in as good a
condition as possible.

Our thanks go to Richard and Teresa for such an informative experience. We are extremely appreciative of their time
and commitment (especially on days off).

Adie Smith

BIRD MONITORING REPORT
Small insect eating birds and wasps at Devilbend

This suite
of images
was taken
in Woods
Reserve - a
Shire-
owned
reserve
which
adjoins the
ParksVic
Woodland
Break block
of
Devilbend
Reserve

Satin Flycatcher - MM Dusky Woodswallow - MM 7



The WA government website states that “the European Wasp is considered one of the worst wasps in the world -
harmful to people, our outdoor lifestyle and to our horticultural and agricultural industries”. Let us look at the
ecological situation here in the east of Australia where we do have these wasps.

Among our birds at Devilbend, honey eaters have a wide
variety of food preferences, including bees and wasps.

Golden Whistler - MM

Eastern Yellow Robin - MM

Birds generally do not provoke wasps. They rarely get

stung, partly because of their thick covering of feathers
which may prevent the stinger from piercing their skin, but | have read that it can be lethal in the rare circumstance of
a swarm of aggressive wasps attacking the bird. Wasps would probably attack birds to protect their homes and food.

Wasps have a strong sense of smell, which they use to find food sources. Apparently, you can take advantage of this
trait to discourage them by using scents they dislike, such as peppermint, lemongrass, clove, essential oils, vinegar,
sliced cucumber, bay leaves, scented herbs, and geranium flowers.

I saw a recent YouTube video of a Noisy Miner eating live wasps and their larvae straight from the nest, later eating
the nest itself to get all of the larvae. A wide variety of creatures eat wasps, from insects and invertebrates (like
dragonflies, praying mantis, spiders and centipedes) to birds (such as sparrows and starlings); reptiles and amphibians
like lizards and geckos; and mammals such as mice.

Small insect-eating (insectivorous) birds have been most affected by urbanisation in Australia, but in our observations
and reading there seems no evidence that European Wasps have been implicated in their declining numbers.

Two insectivores which have lower numbers at Devilbend Reserve are Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae and
Crested Shrike-tit Falcunculus frontatus. Australasian Pipits feed on the ground on insects and their larvae, as well as
seeds. The pipit is a well-camouflaged, brown, ground-dweller which we used to see in shrubby areas and open
woodland near Hodgins Road. They may eat wasps.

The Crested Shrike-tit feeds mainly on insects, along with some seeds and fruit. It often forages in trees, tearing at or
probing bark for insects with its short strong bill. Often alone, we have seen it in mixed feeding flocks with other
insect-eating birds, such as male Golden Whistlers. Around Devilbend and Bittern Reservoirs the Crested Shrike-tit is
found in the thicker eucalypt and she-oak sections, and amongst the radiata pine. Their low numbers probably relates
to the loss of suitable habitat.

| repeat - there seems to be no evidence that European wasps have been implicated in lower numbers of any of our
bird species.

Roger Richards, for the Devilbend and Woods Reserves Bird Monitors



PARKS VIC NEWS

Devilbend Update

1. Deer monitoring is underway across Devilbend to gauge their population numbers, and the viability
of a control/eradication program. PV’s deer control team put up 10 cameras to capture data over one
month. The main species found was Fallow Deer. Out of the 10 cameras, 9 of them had footage of
deer, ranging in ages, sex and size. The cameras also picked up lots of foxes, wallabies, roos and a
koala.

2. Local staff has done some drilling and filling pines, as well as other woody weeds, within the
Bushbroker block.

The fishing platform has been repaired after being vandalised.

PV are putting in potential bids to Melbourne Water for Corridors of Green funding for existing and
potential weed management projects.

5. Devilbend has been increasing as a popular spot for rave parties: if you see or hear anything please
contact the local police. PV has since cleaned up rave sites and replaced locks and fencing
Gemma Hocking
Ranger | Northern Peninsula
Mondays — Thursdays
M 0447 863 895 | E Gemma.Hocking@parks.vic.gov.au

“Parks Victoria respectfully acknowledges Traditional Owners, their cultures, knowledge and their
continuing connection to and cultural obligations zo care for their Country”

BIOLINKS UPDATE
GB2AS BIOLINK PROJECT UPDATE

\ | AR / . The Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network is making
' inroads to deliver on its most recent successful
application for Victorian Landcare Grant funding, and is
on track for acquittal in November. Bushland
regeneration specialists have completed extensive
environmental weed control on a key property at the
northern section of the biolink near Murray Anderson
~ Creek. Two adjoining properties are also set for works,
- with additional funding received from the Mornington
Peninsula Shire through its Biolink Support Grant
initiative. In addition, two large land parcels in the heart
of Main Ridge will have over 5,000 indigenous plants
installed across eight different planting zones. These
new plantings will form integral habitat linkages, while
also contributing to sustainable farming practices. As the
Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network busily
prepares behind the scenes, be sure to visit
https://mplandcare.org.au/events/ and save a date (or all
of them) for planting events scheduled from June to
July, including NAIDOC Week and National Tree Day
celebrations — all are most welcome to join in.

| am also happy to report that planning is now underway

for delivery of the Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat Biolink

Landcare Plants - CM
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Catchment Stewardship project, after the Network was awarded another grant through the state
government’s ‘Our Catchments Our Communities’ initiative. This two-year project will increase landholder
capacity for good stewardship practices on private land. Participants will contribute to improved catchment
health and better outcomes for the Mornington Peninsula’s unique and precious biodiversity. This project
has a strong emphasis on capacity building, with eight tailored Land Management Plans to be developed for
selected eligible properties. We will work with these landholders to document the biodiversity assets on their
farm, and to develop a farm biodiversity management plan as a predominant part of their overall farm plan.
This will involve gathering information through a stocktake of the natural assets already present. The
information will then be used to guide management actions tailored to the individual farm and the specified
land use.

At its discretion, the MPLN will also offer financial co-contribution and practical support to participating
landholders for the implementation of select priority actions identified in individual land management plans.
Priority outputs to be considered include: protection of remnant vegetation; habitat improvement; assisted
regeneration, and revegetation. Funding is available to assist with costs involved in fencing revegetation
areas; planting to support on-farm biodiversity (e.g. indigenous shelterbelts, planting for native pollinators),
and environmental weed control to improve patches of remnant vegetation. Eligible landholders will also be
encouraged to apply to Melbourne Water for assistance with management of riparian areas.

In addition to providing eligible landholders with a land management plan, MPLN will also deliver a series
of workshops to increase landholder capacity to achieve improved biodiversity outcomes and sustainable
agricultural practices. Topics for capacity building workshops and events will be based on identified needs.
The workshops will be open to the community to attend.

Chantal Morton
For more information, contact Project Coordinator Chantal Morton: chantal. morton@mornpen.vic.gov.au

TURTLES

The Daangean Turtle Project is a broad citizen-science community project that DFI / FOD supports. We encourage
others to become involved: it provides a fantastic opportunity to make a real impact on turtle habitat and protection.
For more information on how to be involved, contact the Daangean Turtle Project coordinator Hansi Wegner at

thecrewatdaangean@gmail.com, or devilbendfoundation@gmail.com and we will be happy to pass on your details.

OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER

Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI

COLONIAL TREES SURVIVE
By Broderick Street
Apple tree planted in 1841

Each weekend lots of people enjoy the Plenty River near Corowa Cr, Greensborough. Most would not realise that they
have walked past Melbourne’s oldest apple tree. The age of the tree is not in dispute, but the original source of this
surviving orchard tree has been questioned.

The most reliable account of the old apple tree was recorded in February 1890 in the Evelyn Observer, ‘It appears the
majority of trees in the garden were, in the first place, brought over from Van Dieman’s Land by John Batman and
planted in his garden at the Survey Camp ... After Batman’s death, the trees were sold, and in September 1841 Mr
Flintoff bought a number at one pound a piece and brought them to and planted them in the Greensborough district.’

Flintoff sold the land containing the fruit orchard to Robert Whatmough (he previously leased the orchard). Mr
Whatmough was the first lamplighter in Victoria. The original apple variety included Rymer, and to this was grafted

10
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the ‘Rome Beauty’. This graft was undertaken by the son of John Bosch who was at the time the owner of the
property, after Mr Whatmough.

So, who planted this apple tree?

According to A.T. Latham, Secretary, Historical Society of Victoria, in his letter to the Argus newspaper in 1943, the

surviving apple tree was planted by Martin Batey, who arrived in Hobson’s Bay on January 15, 1841: he was an
employee of Flintoff.

The Age newspaper, 11 December 1943, reported that the tree yielded over 1000 kg of apples prior to being pruned
back.

Today the tree looks in good health but very much a different shape to the old photo taken in 1910 and included in The
Leader newspaper.

AN ANCIENT APPLE TREE AT GREENSBOR OUGH (72 Years Old). (BR. G. Brown, Photo,)

Photo 1 The Leader newspaper, 9th April 1910, p. 25. On the right of the picture is Mr. Whatmough, a son of the first
occupier of the orchard, and who was born in Flinders Lane in a tent in 1842. The other two are Mr. Bosch and Mr.
George Mitchell. (Source: Museum of Victoria)

11
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Photo 2 The apple tree as it appears today. (Photo taken by Brod Street, 22 March 2022)
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Oldest cultivated tree in Melbourne Botanic Gardens

Another tree which | suspect is also overlooked by visitors is an old Date Palm, Phoenix dactylifera, which was first
planted by Dr Godfrey Howitt in 1839 at his famous small botanic garden. Dr Howitt was a keen botanist and he
experimented with many species including the potential for date farming in Victoria.

In 1845 Dr Howitt purchased land at the corner of Collins and Spring Streets and he established a garden which
extended down to Flinders Lane. In recognition of Howitt’s contribution to the study of botany, Ferdinand von
Mueller named a native mallow flower “Howitta” after him.

In May 1883, Dr Howitt’s date palm was moved from his Collins Street property to the Melbourne Botanic Gardens.

12
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Photo 3 The oldest cultivated plant in the Melbourne Botanic Gardens. It is located at the Princes Lawn.
Unfortunately, it has not yielded any dates! (Photo: Brod Street, 15 April 2022)

In January 1873 the Leader newspaper ran a touching story on the demolition of one of Melbourne’s finest city
botanic gardens: Dr Godfrey Howitt’s Garden:

‘Soon, therefore, we may expect to see the beauties of nature give place to the works of man’s hands. Huge piles of
bricks and mortar will blot out the garden which now plainly indicates the sober delights and rational pleasures of its
former owner. To the true lover of plants there is something inexpressibly sad in the dismantling of an old garden.
Trees and plants are ruthlessly uprooted or cut down in as many minutes as it took years of slow gradual growth to
build them up.

[Brod Street has been researching the lost gardens of early Central Melbourne]
Kevin Street

A Little Wasp Story

On Thursday 24" March, when we stopped at The Happy Valley Hotel, Ovens for a meal and an EV charge, we
noticed a swarm of European wasps Vespula germanica around the grill of a nearby Hilux ute. Was there a nest in the
engine, 1 wondered? No. Then at Myrtleford too, lots of wasps

were around the frontend of the parked cars. On country roads,

car grills can get covered with dead insects to the delight of these

wasps whose diet consists of insects, fallen fruit, pet food and i

other scraps. Also, standing water such as swimming pools
attracts them.

These pesky yellow and black critters were first seen in Tasmania
in 1959, and by 1978 had established strongholds in Vic, SA,
NSW and WA. Their large communal nests are commonly in
logs, underground holes or wall cavities. Unlike bees, the
European wasp can sting repeatedly and it emits a pheromone
that alerts them all to attack. In this species of wasp, the workers
die off over winter. Only the queen survives.

In January, in Low Head, Tasmania, we encountered a large wasp
nest near our cottage, deep within a thick saltbush patch (Tetragonia and Ragodia). We could not see the hole. So to
avoid getting stung, we decided to drop a burning log on the patch and run for cover. The smoky fire burned for 5 days

13




until the area was clear of bush, but still the wasps persisted. Various solutions were suggested by well-meaning
friends, relatives and other experts. “Push a diesel rag into their hole”; “Use a half-full bottle of beer or coke”. “Try a
can with a bit of meat and a holey 1id”. Sure, hundreds of the worker wasps succumbed, but somewhere deep
underground the queen survived this onslaught and still attracting stragglers back to her royal cavern. In the end, after
a battle lasting over 2 weeks, we crept in at dusk with some wasp powder from the nearby hardware shop and dry-
sprayed it into all the various holes. When we returned 5 weeks later not a wasp was to be seen.

Roger Richards

What if you are stung?

Unlike a bee, wasps can sting repeatedly. Apply an ice-cold pack to a sting to relieve the fiery pain and red swelling.
Take oral analgesics if SEVERE pain occurs.

Multiple stings to the face or neck can lead to severe swelling and/or allergic reaction. If this occurs and the
person has difficulty breathing contact an ambulance, hospital or doctor.

For information on FIRST AID and wasp stings, see healthdirect.gov.au

Two more little wasp stories

One: One day while hosing in the garden, activity which caught my eye revealed a wasp nest at the bottom of the
paling fence between me and next door where lived a dog named Scoobie. Not wanting him to get a wasp up his snout
I went in to investigate as to whether the wasp nest had another entrance on the other side, which it didn’t. Off up to
the big green shed up the road for wasp powder and then, when | was brave enough, | ventured forth in the dark with
weaponry, i.e. the powder puffer with the nozzle trimmed and a torch with red cellophane over the front as | was told
they can’t see red. Nevertheless, it was still nerve wracking. | could see the sentries at the entrance. After a good few
powdery puffs | saw them staggering around shrouded in white. I scarpered then in case the red factor wasn’t true, but
it was. | carefully checked a couple of days later and no wasps.

Two: A fellow | knew on a farm at Powelltown was slashing the rough stuff at the edge of a paddock when the slasher
hit an old Blackwood stump - and out they came in force. They stung his face and head and as the tractor wasn’t fast
enough to outrun them, he abandoned the tractor and ran for it leaving the wasps attacking the machine. A friend and |
staying in a cottage at his place were out visiting the Ada Tree when this excitement took place. | went to the house
the following day, curious as to why the tractor was still up the paddock because he always put it away. | saw his
lumpy bumpy face covered in calamine lotion and started to laugh. Luckily for me, he took my laughter well and
explained the circumstances.

Marnie Fitzsimons
Another Bird Word

Serin, n. a small finch, Serinus serinus of Europe, north-western Africa etc., from which the common canary has been
developed (F; origin uncertain)

Macquarie Dictionary

I discovered this when looking up sans serif and serif type faces. Serif text has little feet and | believe is easier on the
eyes to read rather than sans serif fonts.

Websites to peruse:

https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au

Wiley Online Library — https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12467
Echidna Research & Conservation — echidnacsi@adelaide.edu.au

Dirt Radio — https://www.3cr.org.au

https://www.thebushfirefoundation.org

https://www.dungbeetles.com.au

https://weeds.org.au

https://invasives.com.au

wWww.pestsmart.org.au

https://www.nature.com

http://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au
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Devilbend Fovndation

DEVILBEND FOUNDATION INC

SUBSCRIPTION — Please return form via email to DFI: with subscription, and pay on line (place nhame
in Reference for Direct Deposit and Receipt.

YEAR JULY 2020 — JUNE 2021

AMOUNT: $20.00 (DFI Bendigo Account: BSB 633-000 ACCOUNT NO: 129079448)

TELEPHONE NUMBER......ccciitiititii ittt et st

Paid on Line (date)....coccoviieiiiiiiiiiiisie i 520 enclosed/attached (date).......ooceeeveeienieeiereeeeenenes
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.

WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A WORLD
CLASS CONSERVATION RESERVE!

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit yourself as this
financial year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as we are listed on the
Register of Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of the Income Tax Assessment Act
1997.

Yes | would like to donate $................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund
[ 11 attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.

PO Box 9

Hastings

Vic 3915

[ 11 will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust

Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct (Ring DFI Treasurer Sue
Milton on 0407 350 175).

“STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH” BOOKLET

Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve — A Strategic Planning
Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.

PO Box 9

Hastings

Vic 3915

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS

I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. Please keep me
in touch & note my name & contact details here.

Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 5981 2483 or marniefitzl@gmail.com or post this to PO Box 9 Hastings 3915

NI, .t (Please print)
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