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Bunurong Country

From the President
G’day one and all,

It seems time draws nigh regarding the DFI and possibly the
Friends of Daangean.

The DFI is not the force to be reckoned with as it was in the past
when all stops were out to save both Devilbend and Bittern
Reservoirs from development. The last time DFI put their name to
a resistance movement was the AGL battle.

Nowadays it’s difficult to coordinate committee meetings via
zoom, or face to face. Everyone is busy, drowning in emails,
growing older and seemingly with declining enthusiasm and vim.
Many volunteer groups have faded away due to the aging
demographic with no one taking up the reins to continue their
good works. Such a shame!

The Community Boneseed Weeding Day on Daangean Point was
generally met with silence all round and the day was represented
by four FOD stalwarts. The ranger was unable to stay as he was
the only one on duty, and with each successive year fewer PV
rangers are aware that the day was originally a PV initiative.
Daangean Point is a sea of flowering boneseed and it needs a
serious effort to contain it.

What is the secret to raising a reasonably sized team of
enthusiastic volunteers who want to see Devilbend almost weed
free? It would be an impossible to create a weed free reserve -
however, it is nice to dream!

However PV had a successful deer and fox cull this year.

Spring is upon us and the birds are busy preparing for the next
generation, as are various orchids. Nodding Greenhoods, Tall
Greenhoods etc. and more await to emerge as spring continues on
its merry way.

Marnie Fitzsimons, President
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Devilbend Foundation Inc.:

c/- WPPC PO Box 9, Hastings
3915

Email President:
devilbendfoundation@gmail.com

2023-2024 DFI Council:

Marnie Fitzsimons (President & FOD
Co-ordinator), Roger Richards (Sec),
Sue Milton (Treasurer), Jamie
Edgerton, Michael Mann, Annabel
Richards

The following 2023-2024 member
groups are represented on Committee:

Birdlife Australia; Friends of
Kangerong Flora Reserve; Mornington
Environment Assn.; Peninsula Field
Naturalists Club; Southern Peninsula
Indigenous Flora & Fauna Assn;
Westernport & Peninsula Protection
Council, BERG

To join the Friends of Daangean
(FOD), contact Marnie Fitzsimons at
devilbendfoundation@gmail.com

EDITORS NOTE

I recently finished reading The Dog
Crusoe, set in Canada and originally
published in 1860. I last read it when |
was about 12 and thought it a ripping
yarn, however the terminology and
attitudes towards the Indigenous
people and wildlife wouldn’t pass
muster today. Animals with fur coats
were there for the taking in their
millions and trapping was big
business.

Marnie Fitzsimons
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FOUNDATION NEWS

FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FOD)

Before the job became too arduous Liz Sarraihle put in the hard yards with FOD at Woodland Break. Sadly
Liz died on September 2024 and will be greatly mlssed by all those assomated with her. I’ve mcluded a

photo of her on a weeding day armed to the R Wik
teeth, as it were.

The FOD bush maintenance work on Saturday
May 25" was carried out by three volunteers. If
Julie hadn’t wrecked her ankle doing acrobatics
on a skate scooter there would have been four
of us. It was a foggy start with the messmate
standing eerily tall amid the undergrowth,
which was wet. A sweep through some heavy
pitto regrowth revealed a now considerable
number of them are bearing fruit: a future
weeding issue.

The later morning developed into a lovely day
to charge your batteries in the bush - however,
the gahnia and bracken was a trifle off-putting : . ; :
due to the difficulty of trying to push through Liz Sarraihle chief dabber - MF
their clutches. At knockoff time Jamie found

big polypore fungus beside the kangaroo track we were using to exit the work site.

Saturday June 29" was the proposed volunteer morning at Woodland Break; however, it was cancelled due
to the weather forecast.

FOD bush maintenance day for July 27" had a team of two. As an afterthought, do two constitute a team or
should there be more? On our walk to the proposed work
site along the firebreak track parallel to Derril Rd nodding
greenhoods were flowering and fresh deer tracks were
visible in the mud. Also hoof prints of a shod horse.

There was a lot of pitto regrowth that seems to increase

Clean section of Woodland Break - MF

with each passing month. Blackberry, ivy, gorse
and boneseed were at seedling stage and fortunately
few in numbers at this stage. And the sallow wattle

was flowering nicely. The grey fantails flittering ’ o Clavaria amoena - F
around in the bush didn’t appear overly concerned
by our presence, and the bell miners tinkled in the distant swamp gums.



The forecast rain began as we knocked off and had packed the tools in car. No sitting around for a cuppa this
day.
After stowing away the tools | went back for a fungi foray clad in gummies, raincoat and brolly. A not-too-
distant wallaby appeared a trifle flummoxed by the approaching apparition, before fleeing ere something
dire should occur. I think this wallaby was the
casualty seen on Derril Rd on a later waterwatch
day.
e Sunday July 28" National Tree Day planting day

| at Bittern in the vicinity of the catchdrain and old
creek line had a good turnout of 20 or so.
. Generous donors provided 400 trees. Our own
(late great) Liz Sarraihle was one of the donors.
She had expressed an interest in attending the day
but was unable to due to a recent fall. The exercise
was organized by the Crew at Daangean, and three
FOD folk attended. Several mums with kids were
doing their bit; with the kids having a beaut time
making snakes out of their gathered pots, and

Newly planted area - MF

getting covered in mud while they were at it.

Saturday August 31% was the proposed
Community Boneseed Weeding Day on
Daangean Point. However, it wasn’t to be (due
to raging winds and the danger of falling limbs)
and was moved to September 7. A team of four
FODites attended - two of these being the
welcome return of Ann and Mo. Ranger Tim,
who met us at the DB car park, had some extra
tools in case they were needed, but they weren’t.
He had to trundle off to check out storm damage
at Langwarrin and could only stay until it was
decided nobody else was coming, so he took his
tools and departed. -

The four of us concentrated on a patch of sallow Tree planting team -
wattle with intermittent boneseed, pitto,

blackberry, pine and Spanish heath seedlings. The amount of flowering boneseed along Daangean Track was
overwhelming, to say the least. It was a lovely morning to be doing good works in the bush. Several parents
passed us by, but probably didn’t see us (or anything else due to their eyes being glued to their phones!).

Love Creeper was twining and flowering upwards on various vertical supports and later in the morning a
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike made an appearance.

Ann and Mo decided to walk back to their car, which saved a lot of stuff shifting in my vehicle. I caught up
with them along the way and we checked the young trees (manna, swamp and peppermint for koalas) Jake
Pringle and | planted last year. Three had died, and the others were coming along, some better than others.
Either wallabies or deer had bitten the tops off some so they were trying to make up lost ground.

Stopping off on the way back to check out the teepee construction in the pine forest | got into conversation
with a fisherman with his daughter. While we were chatting two people with a free-running labrador came
by. I suggested they put it on the lead, which they did, but what part of the “no dogs sign” did they not
understand?

SRl
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The next weeding foray is on September 28"
Marnie Fitzsimons

VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY
SURVEYING

Waterwatch Report

Our monthly adventures to Devilbend and
Bittern reservoirs to monitor and test the water
quality have been fairly uneventful, due
largely to the fact that there has been very
little rainfall and the water levels have stayed
relatively stable. We did have to postpone and
reschedule once, due to extremely windy
conditions making it too risky with the
possibility of falling trees and branches.

Super sallow team Daangean Point — MF When the water depth stays the same the

parameters that we test for are also stable. At
this time of year the reeds in the water die back completely until ready to shoot again a bit later in the year.
As the reeds naturally break down in the water and with ducks and swans pulling them up and eating them
we get a small increase in phosphates and ammonium. As well as phosphates and ammonium we are also
testing pH, conductivity (which relates to the salt content), oxygen levels, and air and water temperature.
The water quality is considered good by the Melbourne Water guidelines.

The catch drain still has a lot of water in it, mostly muddy and discoloured. The reeds and other plants grow
very quickly in the drains thereby helping to filter the water. When the creek is running the catch drain water
mostly flows over the overflow into the lower part of Devilbend Creek and has very little effect on the
reservoirs as far as water quality or levels are concerned.

One of our current testing sites is in the catch drain where the Devilbend Creek flows into it, whereas at one
time there were two, one above the creek (EBI 220) and one below the creek (EBI 300). When the creek
isn’t running there’s no point in testing the one below as it is the same water as that above the creek. The
creek water flows through the bush and is very clear until it flows into the drain and where it becomes
muddy, making it difficult to interpret the turbidity readings.

We have made over 100 trips in the nine years we have been monitoring at the reservoirs so have seen some
major changes in the landscape. Now that spring has arrived we will need to think about doing the
macroinvertebrate monitoring soon, which also gives us good information about the quality of the water.

Two aspects of site 2 Left Nov 2017 (GW)  Right May 2019 (MF) EBI 100
Information and the data are available on the water watch portal.
https://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water_data_portal.php

Cheers, Graham White



https://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water_data_portal.php

Waterwatch afterthoughts

The June turbidity reading for EBI 220 was 80 whereas at the other three sites it was <9, which indicates
clear water. July WW day was very cold in the Devilbend shade but was pleasant later in the Bittern
reservoir sun. No samples were taken at EBI 220 due to the muddy and mangled state of the catch drain
track. No untoward readings were shown at any of the testing sites. Tuerong, Derril and Hodgins roads were
in an appallingly shocking state with potholes.

On August 26™ Devilbend had great swathes of Eurasian coots wafting about, however, there were far fewer
on Bittern. The distant resident swans were away from the shoreline. This time the usual gathering of little
pied and little black cormorants was absent from the water tower where they rest and dry their feathers.
Amid the thickly growing cumbungi unseen but exceedingly vocal Australian reed-warblers reacted to our
presence within their territory.

Quality Assurance, Quality Control (QAQC) took place at the Briars on Saturday May 25™. This is a
Melbourne Water run exercise where the various waterwatch groups come together for chemical
replacements and a WW practical refresher i.e. meter calibration and turbidity test with a supplied mystery
water sample.

Macro-invertebrates

The spring water bug time approaches and will probably occur in October on a date to be decided.

Marnie Fitzsimons

BIRD MONITORING REPORT

Bittern images Michael Mann

The Australasian Bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus) is a heavy-set, 70 cm long, brown, buff and black
coloured, partially-nocturnal heron. There is much we do not know about this hard-to-see, secretive species.
It inhabits densely vegetated freshwater wetlands of cumbungi, lignum and sedges. When disturbed, it

disappears slowly into cover or blends into the surrounding reeds by keeping perfectly still with its neck and
bill pointing skywards. It feeds on fish, frogs, yabbies, mice and insects.

There have been very occasional sightings of Australasian Bittern in the Devilbend Reserve vicinity. People
talk about the low resonant male call, oom-oom-oom. The naming of the Bittern township and Bittern
Reservoir would indicate historical records of this species in the more abundant wetlands that prevailed in
the 19" and early 20" centuries.


https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=5b8a86ffc3cee9eeJmltdHM9MTcxODg0MTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wMGU4YmM4Ny01OWFkLTY1NGYtMWVjMy1iMjFjNTgzZDY0MjYmaW5zaWQ9NTg4NA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=00e8bc87-59ad-654f-1ec3-b21c583d6426&psq=australasian+bittern+distribution&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlyZHNpbmJhY2t5YXJkcy5uZXQvc3BlY2llcy9Cb3RhdXJ1cy1wb2ljaWxvcHRpbHVzLTA&ntb=1

On 20 June 2024 Keith Caldecott, Michael Mann and | were watching a darter in flight during the Devilbend
monthly bird count. Suddenly a Bittern took off and flew across the former farm dam wetland north of
Hodgins Road. This was our first record during our 20 years of the count and fortunately Michael was ready
with his camera.

We signalled the importance of this wetland 15 years ago when it was being trampled by cattle and we thank
the Parks Vic management for their action in ensuring the area is now properly fenced.

Australasian Bitterns breed from October to February, and during periods of inland flooding. The nest is a
shallow structure made of dry or green reeds, typically located within a clump of reeds in water or a swamp.
They lay 4 to 6 eggs. Several females may nest within one male’s territory: both partners build the nest.

The Australasian Bitterns are found in coastal and sub-coastal areas of south-eastern and south-western
mainland Australia, and the eastern marshes of Tasmania. They are also found throughout the Murray-
Darling Basin, in swamps in south-eastern South Australia and in New Zealand. They have declined
dramatically with loss of wetland habitat and breeding grounds due to swamp drainage, grazing, burning and
stream diversion. 2021 estimates give the total population in Australia and NZ to be 2000 with 59 percent in
the Riverina rice fields. It is a listed as threatened under both federal and state Legislation.

There is a national recovery plan to reverse the declining population trend as well as to increase, protect
and manage critical habitat by 2032. Because of its importance, | am listing the strategies that management
and volunteers should be involved in.

1 Implement management actions that mitigate or reduce threats to Australasian Bittern and their habitat
2 Enhance the quality, extent and protection of suitable habitat for the Australasian Bittern

3 Undertake research and monitoring to improve knowledge of the biology, ecology and population trends
of Australasian Bittern

4 Increase stakeholder participation in Australasian Bittern conservation and management
5 Coordinate, review and report on recovery progress

The National Recovery Plan for the Australasian Bittern can be viewed online, and is recommended. The
protection of these freshwater reedy wetlands is vitally important to many other species - crakes, rails, reed
warblers, little grassbirds, moorhens and swamphens as well as frogs and micro-invertebrates.

Roger Richards
Coordinator Devilbend and Woods Reserve Bird Monitoring teams.
Conservation Officer - Birdlife Mornington Peninsula.

PARKS VIC NEWS

Devilbend Update

The deer at Devilbend are slowly reducing in number. I think they’re scared as they’ve seen their mates
disappear one by one! The Volunteer groups SSAA and ADA operated 7 nights total across May/June,
resulting in 8 deer shot and 2 foxes.

Using the thermal drone over 4 nights, Sako have shot 10 deer and 6 foxes. There are still another 3 nights to
go - so fingers crossed! This program was funded by Melbourne Water.

Over a period of four months 29 deer and 12 foxes were removed.

If you want to talk about programs in the park for this year, we have the following:

Devilbend Creek weed works (Melbourne Water Liveable Communities, Liveable Waterways)
Devilbend Woodlands Peri-Urban weed works (DEECA)

Southern Toadlet weed works (Melbourne Water Liveable Communities, Liveable Waterways)

The National Tree Day planting occurred on 28 July over on Hodgins Road near the catch drain. Hundreds
of plants were planted. Thanks to everyone who participated and assisted with the preparations and on the
day.

Manda Henderson

Ranger Team Leader - Northern Peninsula Parks and Reserves — Southern & Maritime Region


https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/australasian-bittern/
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/species/Botaurus-poiciloptilus-0

M 0498 024 731 T (03) 8427 3846 E manda.henderson@parks.vic.gov.au
P 2 Hinton Street, Rosebud VIC 3939
Work Days — Monday to Thursday

“Parks Victoria respectfully acknowledges Traditional Owners, their cultures, knowledge and their continuing
connection to and cultural obligations e care for their Country”

BIOLINKS UPDATE
A bit of a look back at times past
DEVILBEND FOUNDATION BIOLINK PROJECT

Mornington Peninsula Biolinks Update DFI Newsletter 16 September 2012

Clean Energy Future - Biodiversity Fund

The DFI Biolink committee was represented by Andy Trevillian and Phil Palmer at the Westernport
Regional Biodiversity Action Plan - Grant Workshop held at Cannons Creek Community Hall 2nd June.
Anthony Hooper attended on behalf of NRCL as one of the Key Partners.

The attendance of the workshop provided an opportunity to ensure the DFI Biolinks Promotion Program was
recognised by the Biosphere committee and in turn its action planning development. Maintaining a close
relationship will help ensure no duplication of effort and may open up opportunities for collaboration and
resource sharing between the Devilbend Biolinks Project and the Westernport Biosphere.

The Workshop provided an overview of the Grant application. Key Partner Groups include: Bass Coast,
Cardinia, Mornington and Frankston Shires, City of Casey, Parks Victoria, Melbourne Water, Trust for
Nature, NRCL, Vic-Tracks, Inter-council Aboriginal Consultative Committee, and Cardinia Environment
Committee. Several Friends groups were listed, of which DFI was included.

The Westernport Biosphere (A UNESCO Designated Reserve includes two large Ramsar wetlands and
hundreds of small key biodiversity reserves in a fragmented urban, peri-urban and rural coastal region of
south east Australia threatened by climate change and human population growth. Its vegetation types are
under-represented in reserves nationally. It has many threatened vegetative communities and species
protected by International, National, and State legislation.

A Multi-Stakeholder Steering Committee has been formed to develop a new regional “Biodiversity Action
Plan”, Enhance key reserves, Revegetate landscape gaps to establish habitat bio-links, improve low cost
integrated pest control, and provide and audit of carbon storage with new enabling systems.

The Committee discussed the Strategic Planning requirements of the $2.26MI Grant value over the 6 year
time line, in keeping with the grant conditions. Funding allocation is based on an annual payments linked to
milestone achievements The Committee discussed the key considerations in the Action Plan, including
Mapping Methodology and Base Line Data gathering, in order to support "demonstrable outcomes" in line
with the agreed objectives, Satellite images, fixed point photographs, maps etc., clearly identifying the
proposed location of the site/s as relevant, noting the Action Plan objectives are not restricted to Habitat
Expansion or Restoration, but also recognise the contribution of Feral animal, Weed and Disease control, in
providing sustainable habitat conditions.

Carbon sequestration was discussed as one recognised outcomes of vegetation enhancement/restoration,
with the view that industry standard accounting would be adopted for this purpose.

Phil Palmer 2012
The biolink project has moved on in leaps and bounds since its inception.



TURTLES

The Daangean Turtle Project is a broad citizen-science community project that DFI / FOD supports. We
encourage others to become involved: it provides a fantastic opportunity to make a real impact on turtle
habitat and protection.

For more information on how to be involved, contact the Daangean Turtle Project coordinator Hansi Wegner
at thecrewatdaangean@gmail.com, or devilbendfoundation@gmail.com and we will be happy to pass on
your details.

Vvalé

Liz Sarrailhe who died on Sunday September 10" 2024

A much-loved friend and neighbour, and a valiant defender of Westernport Bay and the Environment, Liz
was an active member of WPPC until the end. Just last week Liz attended our meeting, which she rarely
missed, and represented WPPC at the Port of Hastings Community Consultation meeting.

Always brave and kind, Liz was a supportive and encouraging friend who will be greatly missed by
everyone who knew her.

Save Westernport Facebook

OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER

Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI
A couple of articles I came across
Victorian government ends wild dog control in parts of state to save dingoes from extinction

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-03-16/dingoes-protected-wild-dog-control-ends-in-north-west-
victoria/103591516?

“There is considerable scientific evidence that cephalopods have the physiological capacity to experience
pain. While the situation with crustaceans is possibly more open to scientific debate, our understanding of
consciousness and pain perception is rapidly evolving and this should be taken into account when framing
new animal welfare legislation.”

Survey Respondent #37
NSW Animal Welfare 2021

Websites to peruse:

Mornington Environment Assoc Inc — www.morningtonenviro.org.au
https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au

Wiley Online Library — https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12467
Echidna Research & Conservation — echidnacsi@adelaide.edu.au
Dirt Radio — https://www.3cr.org.au
https://www.thebushfirefoundation.org
https://www.dungbeetles.com.au

https://weeds.org.au

https://invasives.com.au — Invasive Species Council
www.pestsmart.org.au

https://www.nature.com

http://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au



https://www.facebook.com/SaveWesternPort?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX2LHaIROD8kJo0ZKr9OyPfUT4-8V0wVfvOeBbyDsPQusImOjHVgAO5JGkEuu0ZBvP1BD_EfDVY3kOD2Z2quZbR12Wmy1yUU6Rj_STXBV4R1LnBoCH-nBXCmgaMqXhiTJdi--G6BzAvGLDGIOVK9ijk6FPDDbE-bGJXJnyj8f3wZLZFCwc6oK7EWtznrHqBgwo&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-03-16/dingoes-protected-wild-dog-control-ends-in-north-west-victoria/103591516
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-03-16/dingoes-protected-wild-dog-control-ends-in-north-west-victoria/103591516
https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12467
mailto:echidnacsi@adelaide.edu.au
https://www.3cr.org.au/
https://www.thebushfirefoundation.org/
https://www.dungbeetles.com.au/
https://weeds.org.au/
https://invasives.com.au/
http://www.pestsmart.org.au/
https://www.nature.com/
http://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au/

Imperial Jezebel at Devilbend - Brod Street
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Devilbend Fovndation

DEVILBEND FOUNDATION INC

SUBSCRIPTION — Please return form via email to DFI: with subscription, and pay on line (place nhame
in Reference for Direct Deposit and Receipt.

YEAR JULY 2020 — JUNE 2021

AMOUNT: $20.00 (DFI Bendigo Account: BSB 633-000 ACCOUNT NO: 129079448)

TELEPHONE NUMBER......ccciitiititii ittt et st

Paid on Line (date)....coccoviieiiiiiiiiiiisie i 520 enclosed/attached (date).......ooceeeveeienieeiereeeeenenes
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.

WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A WORLD
CLASS CONSERVATION RESERVE!

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit yourself as this
financial year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as we are listed on the
Register of Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of the Income Tax Assessment Act
1997.

Yes | would like to donate $................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund
[ 11 attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.

PO Box 9

Hastings

Vic 3915

[ 11 will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust

Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct (Ring DFI Treasurer Sue
Milton on 0407 350 175).

“STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH” BOOKLET

Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve — A Strategic Planning
Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.

PO Box 9

Hastings

Vic 3915

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS

I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. Please keep me
in touch & note my name & contact details here.

Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 5981 2483 or marniefitzl@gmail.com or post this to PO Box 9 Hastings 3915

NI, .t (Please print)
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