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NEWSLETTER NO 50  MAY 2025 

http://www.devilbendfoundation.org.au/ 

Bunurong Country 

From the President 

G’day one and all, 

Repotting some poor neglected plants one day I unearthed some 

eggs that for a panicky period I thought were Weasel Skink eggs. 

On reflection, after several days and after I had re-interred them, I 

thought they were very likely snail eggs and after Mr Google 

produced evidence of same, I dis-interred and destroyed them. 

Prior to Mr Google I sent an email to Museums Victoria enquiring 

about Weasel Skink eggs and what they looked like or if the 

babies are born alive rather than via an egg. The reply is at the end 

of the newsletter. I like the little skinks that often appear when I 

move things, and when I hose the garden (which I don’t think 

impresses them). Marbled Geckos are also in residence, and when 

my hot water service was replaced several geckos were living 

underneath, and one was rudely disturbed when I cleared the way 

for the window-cleaning man. I don’t know if they lay eggs or 

produce live young. 

The DFI-initiated Biolinks Promotion Program has come a long 

way since 2011. Chantal Morton is the obliging Mornington 

Peninsula Landcare Network facilitator and submitter of biolink 

updates for this newsletter. Her predecessor was Jacqui Salter, 

equally obliging. Greg Holland produces a terrific newsletter that I 

couldn’t equal, and this time he has submitted an article on 

Bernie’s (Schedvin) Biolink. 

Wattlebark stripping began during the 1850s. The bark was 

stripped from the Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii). Tannin from 

these trees was used for leather tanning. Workers worked on the 

wattles in spring and early summer when the sap was running 

which made the bark easier to remove. Stripping killed the trees 

and that was also used as a form of land clearing. Uncontrolled 

stripping across the state forests almost wiped out the Black 

Wattle and a Wattlebark Board of Enquiry in 1878 recommended 

licencing of wattlebark harvesting, seasonal restrictions and 

encouraged cultivation of wattle trees. Most harvesting had 

finished by 1960 when tanning chemicals became available 

(Ancestor Vol 37 Issue 4 Dec 2004). 

At certain times of the year sap oozes from these wattle trees and 

it’s nice to eat, but not after it’s been rained upon. 

Brown and rainbow trout were released recently, just a few days 

before the WW team was due to conduct the autumn 

macroinvertebrate survey. What will be there to survey is 

anyone’s guess as trout have a tasting for mayfly lava etc. 

Marnie Fitzsimons, President 
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devilbendfoundation@gmail.com 

EDITORS NOTE 

A further assault on Arthurs Seat looms 

on the horizon in the form of a Huge 

Luge, as if the mountain hasn’t had 

enough done to it already. The current 

Eagle, an insult to Bunjil, created a 

mega footprint atop, down the side and 

at the foot, far larger than the former 

chairlift. As a child I remember riding 

on the old chairlift with my mother and 

brother. Mater was petrified and Pater 

followed underneath, where he could, in 

the car and picked up Mater’s shoes 

when they fell off onto the road. 

Marnie Fitzsimons 
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FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FOD) 

A bit of a short report and long hiatus this time brought about by inclement weather; either pelting with rain 

and blowing as in November or heat and fire ban in Feb. 

Team FOD was due to begin their invaluable work at Botaurus Wetland on February 22
nd

 but, alas the 

weather put paid to that with the forecast of 36 degrees and a total fire ban declared. Dying of heat stress 

under a boneseed bush didn’t fit the bill for fulfilling our environment duty! 

March 29
th

 produced a very nice day for a boneseed and Pinus attack. Down the track towards the work site 

a mob of kangaroos, stationary and staring 

at the wheeled interlopers, eventually 

bounded away into the bush. Roger, who 

had roped his visiting Queensland relatives 

into spending the morning in the field with 

us increased the workforce by three, and 

Daniel, a CLM student was also an extra 

pair of hands: a total of seven. Many pines 

in the forest appeared to be dying, or they 

may have been stressed by the very dry 

weather we’ve had of late. They had long 

runs of sap down their trunks and browning 

needles. The pines on the dam bank looked 

healthy indeed, but not for long for some of 

them. Hansi’s team had poisoned some of 

those too large for our equipment, and 

marked them with yellow paint at the base 

for easy identification. The water in the dam had dropped 

significantly and a purple swamphen fossicked in the reeds 

on the far side. 

April 26
th

 had a team of three, but what a team we were, 

even though one left earlier as his presence was required 

elsewhere! Some of the boneseed had a few tough years 

under their belts and therefore their trunks had become hard 

wood. Not to be out done, we fixed ‘em! Lots of dead Disa 

were about in the grass so obviously I’d missed them last 

year. The pines Hansi’s team had poisoned were standing 

tall and brown, whereas last month they hadn’t yet realized 

they were doomed and didn’t show signs of browning. Bell 

miners tinkled away among the swamp gums towards the 

gate. They do sound nice even if they are a pest. 

On the way back to the lockup where the tools are kept I 

stopped at Woodland Break to see how the bush was faring 

since our departure. The recently-mown track up the centre 

was a pleasant walk, and what was more pleasing was the 

sign of weed work happening in there. However, the Pitto 

resurgence was rather mortifying when I pressed on. Eight-

hour days and seven day weeks with a team of 20 able-

FOUNDATION NEWS 

 

Morning muster around the manger - MF 

Jamie resting on his laurels - MF 
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bodied people would clean them up, providing the 

seedlings were taken too. Team FOD’s current work site is 

much easier going, once on top of the dam bank; no  

fighting our way through the chest-high Ghania and 

bracken which had everyone exhausted by the end of the 

session. 

No wonder 

we were 

pleased to 

have a 

cuppa and 

Julie’s 

super 

choccy 

cake. 

I stopped at a scene of gossamer adorned gorse in PV 

bushland on Derril Rd. The light shining through was quite 

ethereal; however it was the gorse spider mite doing its job. 

Ulex europacus (gorse or furze) is a native of central and 

western Europe, introduced to Australia in the mid-1880s as a hedge plant. It loves Australia. A 1980 survey 

of gorse in Victoria estimated that at that time it had occurred over 948,000 ha. Australian Quarantine & 

Inspection Service and Environment Australia approved the release of gorse spider mite (Tetranychus 

lintearius) as a biological control of gorse. The mites 

are wind-dispersed between bushes when the colony 

becomes too large with the males remaining to care for 

the eggs of the departing females. Biological control 

cannot eradicate the weed but can reduce the spread and 

density of infestations. I wonder about the total 

infestation nowadays. Is it more or is it less? 

Marnie Fitzsimons 

VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY SURVEYING 

Waterwatch Report 

DFI’s Waterwatch Monitoring Group has been testing 

water samples at our four sites every month at Bittern 

reservoir and Devilbend reservoir. The first site 

(EDV400) near the fishing platform is easy to get to as 

we can drive right down to the site and access the water easily. The water is clear and considered good by 

testing standards. There are usually quite a lot of water birds and swans with the swans occasionally 

interested in us. This site often has a lot of litter because it is a popular spot for fishing and hiking. The 

second site (EDV 300) requires us to drive down a rough track and then hike through the scrub on a narrow 

track. Because the water level is exceptionally low at the moment, we need to walk quite a bit further to get 

to a suitable collection site. The reeds in the water, once a good distance back, have now spread nearly 

reaching the scrub. After heavy rains in winter and the water level rises the area will change again. 

Site 3 (EBI 100), which is next to the dam wall at Bittern reservoir, also has easy access to get water 

samples. Bittern also regularly has a large number of water birds and a growing population of black swans. 

At these three sites the water is clear with many macroinvertebrates and is considered good by Melbourne 

Water’s testing standards. Readings at the sites vary depending on the time of year and water levels, 

particularly the conductivity at Bittern. 

Botaurus Wetland - MF 

Woodland Break pittos regrowing - MF 

Gorse Spider-mite - MF 
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The fourth site is in the catch drain above where Devilbend Creek flows into it, when it has water. This site 

now has a small dam wall installed to hold back some water and a diversion pipe to direct some of the water 

flow through the scrub and back into Devilbend reservoir. Prior to the dam and diversion pipe the water 

flowing down the catch drain was clear and high in oxygen, making it suitable for all sorts of insects. Now 

the water is very turbid (which means there is a lot of soil and clay suspended in the water) making it look 

very muddy and typically supports a small variety of insects and macroinvertebrates. At the moment all the 

catch drains are completely dry as there has been little 

rain for some time. You can see where the bottom of the 

drain is eroding and after rain the soil is suspended in 

the water. In some areas of the drains there is a lot of 

growth in the bottom and should help reduce erosion 

over time. On 30
th

 April members of the team will meet 

up with Melbourne Water coordinators to carry out 

Quality Assurance Quality control (QAQC) where we 

will demonstrate the operation of our test meters and 

how to calibrate them correctly. Also, we are given 

mystery samples and will have to test several parameters 

and get the correct readings. This tests the accuracy of 

the equipment and the accuracy of the data we collect so 

we know the data entered on the Waterwatch website is 

accurate and correct. The team has been monitoring for 

approximately ten years, involving in excess of 100 

visits to most sites: so with this experience we can tell immediately if something is not quite right. 

The QAQC took place at the Balcombe Estuary in Mt Martha. There were not many of us, and three groups 

were represented. Richard Akers from Melbourne Water came bearing a pre-tested water sample in several 

containers. Our equipment and operators were expected to replicate Melbourne Water’s results. Of course, 

they didn’t come up with exactly same results, with each turbidity tube reading differently, as did the meters 

with conductivity and pH. However, they were all within the accepted range, so we passed! It eventuated 

later that there was a problem with the test sample that was noted across all zones. 

Information and the data are available on the water watch portal. 

https://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water_data_portal.php  

Cheers Graham White 

Waterwatch after thoughts 

Three months of Waterwatch have passed, with May 

approaching. In January Richard from MW bought new 

chemicals but the oxygen is in transit from somewhere. 

Lots of rubbish about at Site 1 and a broken bottle on the 

path that we hadn’t yet picked up was kicked into the 

grass by visiting cyclists, which made it harder to pick 

up. Lots of coots on the water and scrub birds flitted to 

and fro amid the sallow wattle. At Site 2 the water was 

down considerably and had muddy edges. Richard 

accompanied us to the sites: at Site 2 he said to continue 

at unless we become concerned because it can be 

problematic mud-wise. Site 3 at Bittern had low water, 

and lots of birds: coots, swans, cormorants, spoonbills, a 

white ibis, a purple swamphen, reed warblers - and 

Richard saw a grassbird. 

In February water levels were down further at all sites, but the readings were good at each of them. 

Melbourne Water works are going on at Site 2 that we drove past and at Bittern where there was inactivity 

for the duration of our visit. Apparently, they we were waiting for something to be delivered. 

Dry catch drain at Bittern - GW 

Michael amid dead prickly tea tree - MF 

https://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water_data_portal.php
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Travelling between Sites 2 and 3 a kangaroo appeared on the road and hopped from one side to the other - 

probably looking for his track into the bush but was 

unable to find it as he was a trifle frazzled by our 

presence. We travelled very slowly to give him time to 

look and eventually he jumped the fence. He would’ve 

been a goner had someone been speeding along the 

road. The roads surrounding Devilbend were in a 

diabolical state in February and March.   

Rubbish in the form of floating cans was sighted at the 

fishing platform at Site 1, and some weed removal had 

occurred (mainly Sallow Wattle and Spanish Heath). 

Water levels are still falling and are the lowest they’ve 

been for a long time. Swans and Coots were seen on 

both water bodies. The bush is very dry. The mangled 

vehicle track to Site 2 from three years ago has had 

some work done on it, but it has been advised that we 

now walk in after rain. 

Marnie Fitzsimons 

BIRD MONITORING REPORT 

Bird images by Michael Mann 

Bell Miners larking about - MM 

 

 

 

WW table wrestling - MF 
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Some Wetland Birds of Devilbend Natural Features Reserve 

Family Podicipedidae Grebes 

During the Devilbend Reserve monthly counts we have recorded 3 species of the family Podicipedidae: 

Australasian Grebe, Hoary-headed Grebe and Great Crested Grebe 

In the three species both male and female are alike. They dive for their food - small fish, water insects, 

crustaceans with some plant matter. The Australasian Grebe (Little Grebe) is only 23cm; the Hoary-headed 

Grebe is not much bigger, 29 cm, while the Great Crested Grebe is 43cm. 

Hoary-headed Grebes have been recorded in 68% of the monthly surveys at the Reserve; Australasian 

Grebes in 60%; and Great Crested Grebes mostly 100% till 2016, then dropping dramatically to 4% till 

2024. 

 
Australasian Grebe – MM     Australasian Grebe - MM 

 
Australasian Grebe - MM 

Hoary-headed Grebe - MM 
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The situation over a larger continental scale could well influence Grebe numbers locally. They tend to hang 

around Devilbend for an extended time, then suddenly be absent from the wetlands for months. The Hoary-

headed Grebe in particular is known to be highly nomadic. On both Devilbend and Bittern Reservoirs, the 

Australasian Grebes are on the water in territorial pairs or small groups in the shallower algae areas. Hoary-

headed Grebes are seen in large flotillas (up to 100 plus birds) in deeper parts, often diving. From the bird 

count’s initiation in 2004 until 2016, Great Crested Grebes would spend much of the day spaced out 

separately over Devilbend Reservoir as if asleep with their head sunken into their shoulders. Typically, their 

numbers ranged from 15 - 20 birds during this period. 

All Grebes have declined at Devilbend since the counts began in 2004, especially the Great Crested Grebes. 

These were almost always present till 2016. Since 2016 they have been absent except for a few sightings. 

Why did they suddenly depart? It could be due to the introduction of fishing canoes at that time. You might 

think that the introduction of thousands of carnivorous (piscivorous) trout fingerlings since 2009 would have 

been to their food advantage but maybe it increased competition for small crustaceans and water insects in 

their diet. But it might also be due to external factors over their full eastern range. 

Great Crested Grebes breed from August to February, the other Grebes breed from August to May. 

Do the wetlands at Devilbend Reserve provide good breeding and nesting conditions? The Hoary-headed 

and Australasian Grebes make nests of floating plant material. The Hoary-headed Grebes breed communally 

in groups of nests and the Australasian Grebes are solitary in a small body of water. The small, former farm 

dam wetlands appear to be ideal, with plenty of sheltered reedy zones and opportunities to collect plant and 

algae material. Other things such as water quality and the absence of encroaching farm animals need to be 

assured into the future. 

Great Crested Grebes also build floating nests in reed bed sites. The territory around the sites has to be 

strongly defendable from competitors and predators, including dogs and cats. Both sexes construct the nest 

from water weeds, rushes and reeds. Weeds are pulled over the eggs when the incubating bird leaves the 

nest. We have not recorded any Great Crested Grebe nests during bird counts since 2004. Maybe we have 

not looked hard enough? Or maybe there is too much activity at Devilbend Reservoir. The smaller former 

farm dam wetlands, or at the eastern side of Bittern Reservoir could be suitable for Great Crested Grebes to 

nest. I believe having permanent on-site ranger would be a great asset to enable this. 

Roger Richards 

Coordinator, Devilbend and Woods Reserve Bird Monitoring teams, 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Crested Grebe - MM Great Crested Grebe - MM 
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PARKS VIC NEWS 

Devilbend Update 

The critically endangered Swamp Everlastings 

(Xerochrysum palustre) has been found in the park: very 

exciting! We are working with the Royal Botanic Gardens 

on genetic testing to confirm (see attached) 

-Devilbend turned into Hollywood, with filming for The 

Diver taking place on the water 

-Southern toadlets have started calling along the catch 

drain and Devilbend creek-line, keep your ears open! 

-Melbourne Water have committed a significant amount of 

funding to undertake weed works throughout the park 

-PV are starting to use the ArcGIS field maps app to log 

anything significant including weeds, orchids and other 

observations. If you see anything of value, please take a 

photo and log the coordinates and send through to Gemma 

(see email below) - especially as we’re coming into orchid 

season! 

-Lots of contractors are working throughout the park, 

Naturelinks, Acacia, Bunurong, Seeds 

-PV is working on some larger pine trees in our high value 

sites 

Gemma Hocking 

Ranger 

Northern Peninsula 

Mon- Thurs 

M 0447 863 895 I E Gemma.Hocking@parks.vic.gov.au 

Parks Victoria respectfully acknowledges Traditional Owners, their cultures, knowledge and their 

continuing connection to and cultural obligations to care for their Country 

BIOLINKS UPDATE 

Mornington Peninsula Landcare Update 

Bernie’s Biolink from Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat 

Greg Holland  

Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network 

The larger Picture 

Biolinks are bushland zones that are essentially flora and fauna paths. Paths along which fauna can move between 

habitats and flora can exchange genes. Their presence helps prevent the genetic dysfunctions that develop in isolated 

populations and enables recolonization of an area that has suffered a major disaster, such as a bushfire. 

In recognition of their importance, the Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network (MPLN) has established a major 

program, Linking the Mornington Peninsula (LMPL). This is essentially a natural road system consisting of main 

trunks (highways) and a large number of connectors (byways). The major components are indicated in Fig. 1 below. 

Each of the 13 MPLN Landcare Groups are contributing to the development of LMPL sections with the ultimate goal 

of connecting all of these to establish the full network. 

The Landcare commitment to LMPL is substantial. To take an example, for 2023-24 around 117,000 volunteer hours 

and over $135,000 in grants and donations were committed to planting over 50,000 plants – all done on private land. 

Bernie’s Biolink from Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat 

A major component of the LMPL is the connection between Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat (Fig. 2 below). The main 

trunk follows Splitters Creek, secondary branches connect into both Greens Bush and Arthurs Seat, and network of 

farm shelterbelts along fence-lines connects nearby bush patches into the main trunk. A large area of remnant 

bushland near the midpoint is designated as a safe haven where species can rest or even remain. 

Possible Swamp Everlasting - HW 
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Originally called GB2AS, the biolink name was changed to Bernie’s Biolink from Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat in 

honour of Bernie Schedvin, who was the driving influence behind its establishment.  

Having started at Greens Bush, the biolink development has nearly reached Arthur’s Seat with an expected connection 

in 2026. Work will then focus on follow up rejuvenation to maintain a healthy system. 

Bernie’s Biolink makes a substantial contribution to Peninsula biodiversity and sustainability. But it involves much 

more than just improving the natural system. Compared to bare pastures, the biolink and shelterbelt revegetation 

typically result in: 

 A 1-2
o 
C cooling of the property and surrounds, similar to the current level of global warming. 

 Protection from weather and climate extremes. For example, well-designed shelterbelts protect the pasture from 

wind and temperature extremes, reduces evaporation and provides increased soil water retention. These in turn 

improve amenity and increase agricultural productivity by up to 50%. 

 Removal of atmospheric C02 at an assessed rate of around 10 t/ha. 

 Increased ecological services, for example where native birds, insects, spiders, lizards, etc. consume pest species 

and reduce or remove the need for expensive pesticide use. 

 Enabling contributing properties to apply for ‘Land for Wildlife’ status, which provides substantial savings on 

council rates. 

Community Outreach 

We consider community outreach to be an important component of both Bernie’s Biolink and the whole LMPL. 

Schools and TAFEs are regular participants, and many “walk and talks” and public seminars are held throughout the 

year. A recent inclusion is the Meet Your Bush Program, in which local experts take new landholders on a property 

tour to introduce them to their property and to provide information on the importance of their environment. Since its 

inception, 20 properties per year have signed up. 

Climate Change Impacts 

We recognise that our rapidly changing climate will impact 

the natural system across our Green Wedge, including our 

biolinks. A recent analysis has pointed towards potentially 

severe disruption to a range of our major species. 

Community discussions have commenced on how best to 

reduce such impacts. 

Map of areas covered by the Linking the Mornington 

Peninsula program. Coloured areas indicate broad 

linkages, within which are both major biolink trunks and 

a number of byway linkages. 

 

 

 

 

Schematic of Bernie’s Biolink: the yellow zone along 

Splitters Creek and tributaries provides the main trunk. 

Several major byway links are indicated by white dashed 

lines. The Refuge Area also is indicated. 

Chantal Morton 

facilitator@mplandcare.org.au 

The Victorian Landcare Grants are supported by the 

Victorian Government 

Arthurs 

Seat 

Greens 

Bush 

Ber

nie’
s 

Biol

ink 

Refuge 

Area 

mailto:facilitator@mplandcare.org.au
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TURTLES 

The Daangean Turtle Project is a broad citizen-science community project that DFI / FOD supports. We 

encourage others to become involved: it provides a fantastic opportunity to make a real impact on turtle 

habitat and protection.  

For more information on how to be involved, contact the Daangean Turtle Project coordinator Hansi Wegner 

at thecrewatdaangean@gmail.com, or devilbendfoundation@gmail.com and we will be happy to pass on 

your details. 

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI 

 

Book Review: 

THE BIGGEST ESTATE ON EARTH 

HOW ABORIGINES MADE AUSTRALIA 

Bill Gammage, Allen & Unwin 2012 

Australia – one big garden carefully tended, every inch to the depth of the people’s souls. Time and time again early 

invaders referred to the landscape as a ‘gentleman’s park’. 

The invaders come. It is impossible for them to understand. The fire management regime is interrupted, and the 

‘garden’ is spoilt. The water courses are trammelled by cloven hoofs. Disease and alcohol cause havoc among the 

people. The damage is quick and irrecoverable. 

Gammage’s assertions are often disputed, but the evidence is there in beautiful quotes and photographs, and in steady 

plausible observation. It is easy to make “statements” – more difficult to verify them, but Gammage is kind to his 

critics (Appendix 1). Visionary farmers (Central Australia) are living proof of the validity of Gammage’s extensive 

investigatory work. 

So much can be learnt from ‘people’. Economically it will be beneficial to Australia, maximising the opportunities of 

the continent, and minimising asset/soil/vegetation/animal/water loss to catastrophic wildfires. It can be done. 

Wake up Australia! 

I thoroughly enjoyed this passionate expose of Australia as it was until 1788. It has spurred me on to make whatever 

small reparations I can while I am able. 

Annabel Richards April 2025  

 

Websites to peruse: 

Mornington Environment Assoc Inc – www.morningtonenviro.org.au 

https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au 

Wiley Online Library – https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12467 

Echidna Research & Conservation – echidnacsi@adelaide.edu.au 

Dirt Radio – https://www.3cr.org.au 

https://www.thebushfirefoundation.org 

https://www.dungbeetles.com.au 

https://weeds.org.au 

https://invasives.com.au – Invasive Species Council 

www.pestsmart.org.au 

https://www.nature.com 

http://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au  

 

OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Opinion Corner do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the 

Devilbend Foundation 

 

https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12467
mailto:echidnacsi@adelaide.edu.au
https://www.3cr.org.au/
https://www.thebushfirefoundation.org/
https://www.dungbeetles.com.au/
https://weeds.org.au/
https://invasives.com.au/
http://www.pestsmart.org.au/
https://www.nature.com/
http://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au/
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Addendum to Waterwatch 

Habitat Score? 

A habitat rating is a score for various habitat features along a waterway to evaluate a waterways overall 

vegetation condition. These scores are combined to generate a habitat rating, which allows for comparisons 

between different monitoring sites at waterways. Habitat ratings are a good tool for understanding waterway 

health and are recorded at some Waterwatch sites. They help identify reference sites with good vegetation 

and highlight potential issues affecting water quality, such as riparian vegetation loss or bank erosion. 

Regular habitat assessments, including annual site visits and photographs, provide valuable long-term 

insights into environmental changes. 

To assess habitat health, five key features are considered: verge and bank vegetation quality, in-stream 

cover, bank erosion and stability, and the presence of riffles, pools, and bends. 

Healthy vegetation along banks and verges supports aquatic ecosystems by providing food and shelter, while 

in-stream cover, such as logs and rocks, offers protection and breeding areas for aquatic species. Bank 

erosion and stability influence water clarity and habitat integrity, as excessive erosion can degrade stream 

conditions. Additionally, natural riffles, pools, and bends contribute to habitat diversity, supporting a wide 

range of aquatic life. Understanding these factors helps explain physical and chemical water quality changes 

and the macroinvertebrate populations present in a waterway. 

 

See more on the Melbourne Water data portal 
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Dear Marnie, 

Thank you for contacting Museums Victoria with your enquiry about identifying weasel skink eggs. 

Unfortunately I was unable to find a good image/description of weasel skink (Saproscincus 

mustelinus) eggs. I did however find an article that describes the eggs of a related species, the four-

fingered shadeskink (Saproscincus tetradactylus), which is a species found in Northern Queensland. I 

have attached a copy of the paper to this email. 

There are twelve species described in the genus Saproscincus (commonly known as 'shadeskinks') and 

S.mustelinus is found the furthest south in Australia. I have confirmed with our Terrestrial Vertebrates 

department that although we don't have an example of S.mustelinus eggs in our collection to compare, 

it's likely that they are quite similar to the S.tetradactylus eggs seen in the image below: 

 

As you can see, the eggs of S. tetradactylus are quite variable in shape and size. Egg volume increases 

during the incubation period and, even within clutches, the initial shape of the egg can differ in terms 

of how much they are pointed or rounded at their poles. When freshly laid, the eggs have a clean 

white translucent and pliable shell. The eggs of S.tetradactylus seem to be sensitive to moisture levels 

in their environment and signs of dehydration are seen in drier conditions. As S.mustelinus lives in 

quite a different habitat to S. tetradactylus (a rainforest species), their eggs may be more resistant to 

drier conditions. 

I hope this information has been helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact us again if you have any 

further questions. 

Kind regards, 

Elise 

Gmail - Re: Museums Victoria Enquiry 107432 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=24ad9b6c80&view=pt&search=... 

1 of 3 30/04/2025, 5:42 pm 

Museums Victoria Public Information 

Museums Victoria 
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DEVILBEND FOUNDATION INC 

SUBSCRIPTION – Please return form via email to DFI:  with subscription, and pay on line (place name 

in Reference for Direct Deposit and Receipt. 

YEAR JULY 2020 – JUNE 2021 

AMOUNT: $20.00 (DFI Bendigo Account: BSB 633-000 ACCOUNT NO: 129079448)  

NAME:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

STATUS:…………………………………………………MEMBER SINCE(approx)……………………………………………………. 

(General Member, Group Representative Member- state group name) 

Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EMAIL…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

TELEPHONE NUMBER………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Paid on Line (date)…………………………………………$20 enclosed/attached (date)………………………………….. 
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc. 

WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A WORLD 

CLASS CONSERVATION RESERVE! 

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit yourself as this 

financial year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as we are listed on the 

Register of Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of the Income Tax Assessment Act 

1997. 

Yes I would like to donate $................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund 

[ ] I attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:  

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 

PO Box 9 

Hastings 

Vic 3915 

[ ] I will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust 

Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct (Ring DFI Treasurer Sue 

Milton on 0407 350 175). 

Name………………………………………………………….Signed………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………..Date…… 

“STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH” BOOKLET 

Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve – A Strategic Planning 

Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 

PO Box 9 

Hastings 

Vic 3915  

Name…………………………………………………………..…..Phone…………………… 

Email………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS 

I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. Please keep me 

in touch & note my name & contact details here.  

Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 0427 539 576 or devilbendfoundation@gmail.com or post to PO Box 9 Hastings 

Name………………………………………………………………………….. (Please print) 

Phone……………………………………Mobile……………………………………………… 

Email……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

My special interest in Devilbend Reserve is…………………………………………………… 

Signed…………………………………………………..Date……………. 

 

mailto:devilbendfoundation@gmail.com

