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From the President held over to next issue

Olearia is widespread with 13 species occurring in the Melbourne
area.

Olearia lirata (Snowy Daisy Bush) grows to 2-5m x 2-3m and
likes moist gullies, valley sclerophyll forest, grassy low open
forest.

Cassinia; erect shrubs found in open forests. Foliage can cause skin
irritation. Flowers last a long time and can be dried

Cassinia aculeata (Common Cassinia Dogwood) is widespread in wet
to dry sclerophyll forests, grassy low open forests grassy low open
forests. It has dark green linear leaves to 40mm long. Flowers are
crowded domed heads of small whitish flowers, Nov-Mar
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EDITOR’S NOTE

I’'m pleased to say that both Val
Ford and Kevin Street have
contributed to this newsletter. Val,
whom many people know, was the
longtime editor of the Mornington
Peninsula Birdlife newsletter.
Kevin has been absent for a while
but after a rummage has produced
another of his insights to a possible
vexing problem. Thanks to you
both.

Marnie Fitzsimons
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FOUNDATION NEWS

FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FOD)

Team FOD was out and about on August 2™ instead of the usual end of July due to lack of numbers. The
August toil was carried out by four of us; Roger and Lisa worked on the dam bank while Annabel and I dealt
with boneseed and pittos on the flat ground amid the mess of fallen pines. In transit to the MW depot for the
tools, I phoned ahead to inform the trusty team that [ was on my way but due to freeway works I had to
make a major detour; therefore, [ would be late. Many of the boneseed bushes have decently thick trunks
requiring a decent saw due to being too thick for the loppers. Due to shallow roots some were rocked out of
the ground. All are fruiting now and still bearing multiple flower heads. I thought I’d lost my phone and not
a peep was heard when Annabel rang it. Eventually it was located in the car and informing me I had two
missed calls.

October 25th was the 1naugural flying of the new FOD banner. I had to phone Roger requesting a rubber
' mallet if he had one, which he did. Once the banner was
up, there was much admiring of same. So much easier
than manhandling (to be non-sexist, person-handling) the
heavy A-frame sign board. Lots of boneseed and sallow
. wattle on the far side of the dam, and scores of seedlings
Fv)%';'é. SN W emerging in the pine forest. I completed the annual

y b’ Birdlife bird count at Botaurus Wetland but as Roger left
too soon, I couldn’t identify the little twitting flitting
things. A big flock of yellow-tailed black cockies flew
over while calling to each other and a big flock of straw-
necked ibis flew over silently, as far as I could tell. Lots
of Disa on the dam bank that PV is going to deal with.
Wallaby grass and leek orchids also beginning to flower
on the embankment as well.

Team FOD had
dwindled
somewhat for
November 29"
(two of us). At
one stage it was
looking to be
= : just me, but
Marnie planting the new flag — Annabel Richards Jamie soon
arrived. Julie wasn’t well and it would’ve been cruelty to drag her
out there. The early morning looked ominous weatherwise, but it
turned out quite pleasant. Jamie worked on the far side of the dam
and I on the flat. I didn’t count the number of seedling pine, pitto,
boneseed, hawthorn and sallow I pulled out before I even started on
the bigger stuff. As the forest floor has considerably more daylight
now, the blackberries are beginning to flourish. The Microlaena
stipoides that once looked sparse and miserable due to the overhead
pine canopy is now luxuriant.

The fallen and drying pines have become a fire hazard and it only
needs some passing smoker to throw a cigarette butt in amongst it
to ignite it.

Drying pines at Botaurus Wetland - MF



I’m proposing a planting day, with PV approval, on the embankment next autumn, to replace the removed
weedy vegetation. It depends on what is available and won’t require hordes of people. The ground will be
hard as it is mostly clay, so the plants will need to be tough.

Next year Team FOD have been allocated the Bushbroker Block as mentioned in Gemma’s Parks Vic report
below. It is much easier going in there and the ever-dwindling team should be able to manage it. We begin
our new job on Feb 28, 2026, weather permitting.

On December 13" we squeezed in another work session to finish the Botaurus Wetland boneseed on the far
side of the dam. Five of us toiled diligently, two on the dam bank and three amid the pines. It’s rugged going
on the far side due to the steep embankment and rampant blackberries now in full flower. Roger had itchy
arms, even though he was wearing long sleeves, which may have been from the sweet vernal or the
dogwood. On the drive in a pair of spotted pardalotes flew up from beside a stump. Maybe it was a nest
survey team! Near the smoko spot beside the track some small scaevola were flowering.

As FOD is always dealing with weeds I thought I would include some goodies as opposed to the baddies in
the DB bush: Dogwood (Asteraceae), Snowy Daisy-bush (Asteraceae), Cranberry Heath (Epacridaceae) and
Honey-pots (Epacridaceae). Flora of Melbourne

Astroloma humifusum (Cranberry Heath) Size 10-50cm x 1-1.5cm. Redgum woodland, dry sclerophyll
forest, tea-tree heath, grassy low open forest. Growth form is a dense spreading mat-like plant with blue-
green, stiff prickly narrow leaves to 10mm long. Flowers are bright red, tubular along the branches most of

the year. (L image MF)
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Acrotriiche serrulate (Honey-pots) Size 10-30cm x 0.5-1m. Sclerophyll woodland, grassy low open forest, dry and
valley sclerophyll forest. Slow growing, dense ground covering plant. Hairy leaves to 10mm long, tapering to a point.
Flowers: greenish, translucent, tubular clustered on old wood, May- Oct. Flowers have a strong honey fragrance. The
fruit is edible. (R image MF)

Source: Australian Plant Soc. Maroondah (2001) Flora of Melbourne, Hyland House Melb. 2006

VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY SURVEYING

Waterwatch Report

Our Water Watch monitoring day on Oct 22" turned out to be unpleasant, with heavy rain and very cold.
We decided to collect samples from only two sites. Michael went off and collected samples from Bittern
Reservoir while Helen and I collected samples from Devilbend site 1, near the fishing platforms. We then
met at back at Devilbend and tested the samples under cover at the picnic ground. All the samples tested



were good. Our next outing on Thursday Nov 27" was much better weatherwise, and we were able to
process all the samples on site as usual. We shared the first site near the fishing platform with a large group
of young people who were enjoying getting
out on the water in a variety of canoes.
There were no surprises and water quality at
all sites was good. The water levels at both
reservoirs are still low compared to what
they normally are this time of the year We
have had enough rainfall to fill the catch
drains but at Bittern it drains quickly by
running out the overflow near Devilbend
Ck, then soaking into the dry soil beyond.
With the weather bureau predicting a long L i MM YR \[\) N
hot dry summer the reservoirs will evaporate S et B /-W 1 e i
further, which will affect the conductivity TSR e , \ —
(salts) in the water. We had to move our e — I — _L,, — ',L" — =
second site along about 200 metres due to s L L L RN y
lack of water and very muddy ground gl W Yy i
underfoot.

Image from MW waterwatch portal - MF
On Oct 29" we attended a macroinvertebrate
training refresher day with Richard Akers from Melbourne Water. Richard and I collected samples from
along the catch drain where Melbourne Water have a large project occurring over about three years,
regenerating vegetation along the banks of the drain and replanting in the bottom of it as well. You may
have noticed blue signs in the area. As part of the rehabilitation, we will conduct regular monitoring in these
areas to see what variations in macroinvertebrates might occur over time.

O g SR

With the weather warming up now, keep an eye
out for snakes in the area especially near the

Improving Devilbend Creek " S catch drains where they have been sighted
habitat and vegetation L ’ previously

Melbourne
s Water

New catch drain sign - MF

https://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water data portal.php
Cheers Graham White

Water Watch after thoughts
Water Watch on November 27" was the first time in a while

that we’ve been able to drive along the Site 2 access track.
Apart from a couple of wet patches the track was firm
underfoot. Across the drain from the test site new turtle nests had been covered, which, with the new non-
mowing regime, will be safe from tractor wheels and mower blades. Catch drain water levels were up from
previous visits, however the dams were down. In the cumbungi thatch at Bittern reed warblers voiced their
concerns as we approached their habitat.

Roaming echidna - MF


https://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water_data_portal.php

As we departed site 3 at Bittern, we gave way to an echidna pedestrian that eventually disappeared over the
catch drain bank.

Marnie Fitzsimons.

Devilbend water level monitors - MF

Macroinvertebrates

The following is a list, provided by Richard, of the macroinvertebrates taken from the catch drain and
identified on Oct 29'":

Zone 2 — West of Devilbend Reservoir Revegetation B — South of Devilbend Reservoir

Dytiscidae Nosey tiger larvae 6-10

Dytiscidae Little diving beetle 1-2

Dytiscidae Mixed diving beetle 1-2

Dytiscidae Stealth diving beetle 1-2
Mesoveliidae / Veliidae Water treader 1-2
Notonectidae Anisops Slender backswimmer >20

Lestidae / Coenagrionidae 1-2
Dytiscidae Little diving beetle 1-2
Dytiscidae Stealth diving beetle 1-2
Dytiscidae Mixed diving beetle 1-2
Dytiscidae Nosey tiger larvae 1-2
Chironomidae 1-2

Oligochaeta aquatic worm 1-2 . . .
Atalophlebia 1-2 Notonectidae Anisops Slender backswimmer 6-10

Chironomidae bloodworm 1-2 Overall SIGNAL score 1.6
Lestidae / Coenagrionidae 1-2
Koonungidae 1-2

Overall SIGNAL score of 2

For the inaugural bug count, both SIGNAL scores were low indicating poor quality water. A SIGNAL score
of 6 indicates a healthy habitat. It will be interesting to see what changes occur when water plants are
introduced as part of the rehabilitation program, which in turn will alter the habitat and biodiversity
situation.




Crucian Carp - MF Mayfly nymph - MF

Following the inaugural catch drain survey the WW team carried out its own annual spring survey in the usual places
at DB and Bittern on November 5Sth. Lots of shrimps (Family: Atyidae), some gambusia and lots of various caddis
flies (Order: Trichoptera), and a fish over which there was much debating i.e. was it a carp or a southern pygmy
perch? Bittern had lots of side swimmers (Order: Amphipoda), juvenile water boatmen (Family: Corixidae), some
shrimps but no caddis flies observed.

BIRD MONITORING REPORT

Some Wetland Birds of Devilbend Natural Features Reserve
Part 4. Families: Ardeidae: Bitterns, Herons, Egrets & Theskiornithidae: Ibises and Spoonbills
During the Devilbend Reserve monthly counts we have recorded 11 birds of the 2 families

Ardeidae:
White-faced Heron, White-necked Heron, Nankeen Night Heron, Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Australasian
Bittern

Australasian Bittern White-faced Heron



Theskiornithidae:
Australian White lbis, Straw-necked Ibis, Glossy Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Yellow-billed Spoonbill

White-faced Heron have been recorded in 86% of the monthly surveys at the Reserve. White-necked Heron
in 6%, Nankeen Night Heron 1%, Great Egret 40%, Cattle Egret >1%, Australasian Bittern >1%, Australian
White Ibis 69%, Straw-necked Ibis 44%, Glossy Ibis >1%, Royal Spoonbill 20%, Yellow-billed Spoonbill
37%.

Sizes: WfH male larger 65-69cm, WnH 91cm, NNH male larger 56-65¢cm, GE 85¢cm, CE 50cm, AB male
larger 65 — 75cm, Male ibises and spoonbills have longer bills, AWI 68-75cm, Snl 68-75cm, GI 49 -55cm,
RS 75-80cm, YbS 80-90cm.

Royal Spoonbills feeding

Straw-necked Ibis feeding young

Yellow-billed Spoonbill

Royal Spoonbill

Movements

Ubiquitous White-faced Herons are seen at any open part of the reserve especially near the catch drains or
the reservoir edges.

White-necked Herons are nomadic, and have a deep continuous flapping flight. They are occasionally seen
in open paddocks north of Hodgins Road.

Great Egrets are solitary and territorial and appear on edge of both Reservoirs and in water to 30cm deep.

Secretive Australasian Bitterns are rarely seen. One was disturbed from under the reeds of the Botaurus
Wetland in 2024 and took flight.

Flocks of White and Straw-necked Ibis commonly fly overhead, in the case of Straw-necked: up to 250
birds. White Ibis are commonly in small numbers at the reservoir edges. A Glossy Ibis visited Devilbend
Reservoir for a few weeks in January 2007.

Both spoonbills are nomadic. They are seen in flight over the wetlands or standing in shallow water.



Roosting

The diurnal herons, the Great Egret, and the spoonbills rest at the reservoir edge especially at the long spit.
A Nankeen Night Heron was seen roosting on a low overhanging tree at the former Northern Farm Dam in
2024. The feathery remains of one had been found nearby in 2012.

When not feeding Ibises often are seen resting in paddocks north of Hodgins Road.

Foraging

Wi{H, WnH and GEs are generalists. They take fish, crustaceans, insects, frogs, spiders, snails and worms
using wait and watch slow stalk methods.

Cattle egrets are uncommon visitors and a small flock observed feeding around cattle north of Hodgins Road
on one occasion.

AWI and Snl commonly probe in open paddocks especially after rain. They also feed at the edges of the
eServoirs.

Both spoonbills forage in shallow water both day and night.
Breeding and nesting
The time of breeding is variable and often rain dependant, but commonly as follows: -

White-faced Heron (WfH)
White-necked Heron (WnH)
Nankeen Night Heron (NNH)
Great Egret (GE)

Cattle Egret (CE)
Australasian Bittern (AB)
Australian White lbis (AWI)
Straw-necked Ibis (Snl)
Glossy Ibis

Royal Spoonbill
Yellow-billed Spoonbill (YbS)

July - April

September - April
October - March
October -March
October - December
October - February
September - December
September - December
October - February
October - April
October - April

Both the diurnal herons and the Great Egret build platform stick nests high in trees.
Both common ibis species build stick-nests on platforms. They are colonial breeders.
Both spoonbills build sturdy stick-nests in trampled rushes or in trees to 9m.

Water birds need protection from discarded hooks and lines where they can become caught in them. At
breeding time nest trees and water’s edge nest sites need protecting from people and free running dogs.



Straw-necked Ibis swallowing an eel
Eastern Great Egret

Credits to Michael Mann for the bird photos in this article

Roger Richards
Coordinator, Devilbend and Woods Reserve Bird Monitoring teams



Dusky Woodswallow - MM

PARKS VIC NEWS

Devilbend Update Report (delivered by Gemma Hocking the 9" December DFI AGM

Thanks, and appreciation!

I would like to first thank you all for your passion, enthusiasm and contribution towards the Reserve. Volunteering
within our parks and reserves is a fantastic opportunity to get to know your local or far away patch and the special
oddities that call them home. The group has a wealth of knowledge, and the commitment doesn’t go unnoticed.

PV

Melbourne Water grants have been delivered for works along the old Devilbend Creek, focusing on blackberry, pitto
and Disa

Local conservation priorities focus on Woodland Break, Bushbroker Block and the southern section of the reserve, as
well as strategic pine treatment for certain areas along the shoreline to increase nesting habitat opportunities for
turtles. We are also starting to look at conducting works within Daangean Point to treat the large pittosporum and
pines.
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We have hopefully received some further funding for deer control within the Reserve, aiming for Winter 2026. We
estimate that there are still upwards of 20 deer within the Reserve. This time around instead of using volunteer
shooting groups we will have funding for a professional pest animal contractor to conduct pulses using high tech
thermal imagery to ensure efficiency, effectiveness and bang for buck.

Working with Children Checks (WCCC)

Just a reminder that all ongoing volunteers who work on Parks Vic Estate require a WWCC card, regardless of
whether or not their specific role involves working with children. Parks Victoria has established this as a consistent,
organization-wide measure to ensure we are meeting the Victorian Child Safe Standards across all of our public
spaces. The check is free and takes 5 minutes online. If anyone needs help with this, feel free to contact me and I can
assist. I will also say that it is only required for volunteers who are coming back on a regular basis. If someone wants
to attend an activity to try it out or wants to bring along a friend or family member as a once off, they are not required
to have a WWCC.

I understand this can seem over the top for certain volunteer groups who rarely engage with children and that there are
concerns around privacy and data, but it is the policy of Parks Victoria and across all government agencies and it is
with the intention of keeping children safe. And as a large state-wide organisation it is too complicated and too time
consuming for the rangers to have different rules for the thousands of volunteers who contribute.

Melbourne Water Investment

As some of you are aware the catch drain, and the Reserve itself, has become a major focus for Melbourne Water -
which is fantastic. They have begun weed works throughout the reserve and have started on the catch drain focusing
on woody weed species, Watsonia and Disa. They are also planning to revegetate 1 km of prime southern toadlet
habitat along the Bittern Reservoir catch drain. You may have also noticed that slashing of the catch drain in most
sections has ceased. This is to encourage natural regeneration of existing species and to reintroduce biodiversity within
the drain.

We are also starting to have conversations with MW and the Bunurong Land Council’s Wildlife team regarding some
fox control within the reserve.

Bushbroker Block

Following a chat with Roger and Marnie, we would like to move the focus of the weed works for the group to a block
we call the Bushbroker Block. This block is a 20-hectare site that was part of a native vegetation offset to improve the
condition of remnant vegetation via pest plant control. This was an 11-year program funded by the then DELWP with
a total of $346K. This program listed native vegetation credits which are listed on the Bushbroker register and they
can be bought by another party and subsequently used as an offset for the approved clearing of native vegetation
elsewhere.

This block is an area of relatively high-quality remnant native vegetation where there was a focus on the removal of
woody weeds. Weed species include, sallow, pitto, boneseed, gorse, Disa, blackberry, pine and Spanish heath.

This site is also a known breeding site for a pair of Powerful Owls.

Part of the agreement between DEECA and Parks is that we have an ongoing obligation to maintain the site. Given our
limited resources and staffing this is becoming harder and harder. This may be a great opportunity and a fantastic bit
of bush for the Friends of Daangean to take ownership of. It would also directly fulfill Parks obligation and aligns
with our local conservation priorities.

There are also opportunities to work together on the surrounding areas to manage the buffer zone surrounding the
Bushbroker Block to manage pest plants. Parks will be able to focus on the Disa, pines, gorse and large blackberry
infestations, and Friends of Daangean could focus on the small woody weeds.

Daangean Point

Another site PV could really use some manpower in is the Daangean Point eastern section. This is a patch of relatively
good bushland with multiple significant cultural sites. It would be great to continue on with the weeding of small
sallow, pitto and boneseed.

Botaurus Wetland

The Botaurus Wetland to the east of Loders Track has been a main focus of the weeding days in the past few months.
The volunteers have achieved some great wins removing pines and boneseed. If this continues to be a priority for the
group, we will need to focus on blackberry and Disa. As a large amount of small shrubbery has been or will be
removed, it will be important to plant it out for habitat for the small birds. In the short term it will be great to focus on
the remaining weeds and Disa.

N.B. In the May 2025 newsletter credit for the Swamp Everlasting image was omitted. Credit is due to the Citizen
Science Crew at Daangean, Hansi Wegner image owner.
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Gemma Hocking, Ranger

Northern Peninsula

Mon -Thurs

Mobile: 0447 863 895 I Email: Gemma.Hocking@parks.vic.gov.au

Parks Victoria respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners, their cultures, knowledge and their
continuing connection to and cultural obligations to care for their Country

BIOLINKS UPDATE
Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network Update

Tackling Plant Dieback on the Peninsula

On 25 November, the Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network (MPLN) hosted a highly successful workshop at Main
Ridge Community Hall on the topic of Plant Dieback caused by Climate Change. The event attracted strong
community interest, reflecting growing concern about the health of our native vegetation and the challenges posed by
a changing climate.

Many of our iconic eucalypt species, such as Messmates and Swamp Gums, thrive within a fairly narrow temperature
range. As the climate warms over coming decades, these trees will struggle because higher temperatures force their
leaves to close tiny pores (called stomata) to prevent water loss. When this happens, the trees can’t take in enough
carbon dioxide for growth, which slows their development and weakens their health. Even small increases in
temperatures could push some species beyond their comfort zone, leading to canopy decline and, eventually, the loss
of these trees from large parts of the Peninsula landscape.

The workshop featured two leading voices in the field: Professor Stefan Arndt from the University of Melbourne and
retired climate change scientist and president of the MPLN Dr Greg Holland. Together, they unpacked the science
behind plant dieback, explaining how rising temperatures, altered rainfall patterns, and soil moisture decline are
stressing native species. Participants learned about the cascading impacts of dieback on biodiversity, including
reduced canopy cover.

Importantly, the session explored the practical implications for revegetation programs. Attendees gained insights into
species selection for resilience under future climate scenarios and strategies to restore ecological balance.

In line with these priorities, the MPLN has secured a Mornington Peninsula Shire Biolink Support Grant. This funding
will enable us to assist the Moorooduc Saddle Club in tackling plant dieback within the Devilbend Biolink, a critical
corridor linking remnant bushland and to the Devilbend Natural Features Reserve.

The project will focus on restoring endangered Grassy Woodland and vulnerable Lowland Forest ecological
vegetation classes (EVCs). These habitats are under pressure from tree canopy decline, invasive weeds, and a lack of
natural regeneration. The works will include:

e Weed control to remove invasive plants that compete for precious water resources with the existing climate
stressed indigenous canopy layer

e Revegetation with indigenous tube stock selected for resilience to climate change and a lowering water table

o  Shrub layer restoration to encourage smaller native birds that feed on psyllids, helping to reduce tree stress

Beyond on-ground works, the project has a strong community capacity-building component. Through a series of
working bees led by bushland restoration specialists, Moorooduc Saddle Club members will gain skills in plant
identification and weed control techniques. This knowledge will empower the Moorooduc Saddle Club volunteers to
maintain and expand restoration efforts well beyond the life of the grant.

By addressing dieback in the Devilbend Biolink, we are not only protecting individual trees but also safeguarding
wildlife corridors that allow species to move and adapt in response to climate change. This project exemplifies how
local action, supported by strategic funding, can deliver long-term biodiversity benefits.

The MPLN is proud to lead this initiative in partnership with community groups, MP Equine Landcare and Sheepwash
Creek Catchment Landcare members, and restoration specialists. Together, we are demonstrating that collaboration is
key to building resilient landscapes. Want to learn more or get involved? The program will commence in 2026. Keep
an eye on the MPLN events calendar at: https://mplandcare.org.au/events for updates on upcoming working bees and
opportunities to support biolink restoration projects.

Author: Chantal Morton
Landcare Facilitator
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OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER

Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI

A BIRDING JOURNEY

Seeds were sown in the 1950s when I discovered my father’s copy of Cayley’s What Bird Is That? This guide to the
Birds of Australia book first published in 1931 was authored and illustrated by Neville William Cayley. It was
Australia's first fully illustrated national field guide to birds, a function it served alone for nearly 40 years. Growing up
on a dairy farm halfway between Fish Creek and Waratah Bay I was able to start observing birds in their many
different habitats. Albeit with my air rifle shooting blackbirds from my bedroom window and watching my father
shoot bronzewings at Wilsons Prom!

Moving to the big smoke in my teens put outdoor activities on hold for a while and the seeds didn’t sprout until in
1987 I joined Waverley Bushwalking Club and two bird advocacy organisations, Bird Observation and Conservation
Australia (BOCA) and Birds Australia. By then there was a choice of field guides and the guides I purchased are still
the ones I use today. I slowly learnt the names of the birds I was seeing and decided to wait until I retired to work on
my birdwatching skills. But did join my first friends group Friends of Dandenong Valley Park in 1989, editing the
monthly newsletter from 1991 until 1993 and moving to Sorrento in 1994.

Germination changed to full flowering after retiring in
1996 at 50. There was now time to indulge in birdwatching
and surveying and attending BOCA Bird Camps held in
various Victorian reserves and parks and Tagalongs to
many areas of Australia. My partner and I prefer to
birdwatch, bushwalk and camp all over Australia alone but
did enjoy these organised activities, especially the
camaraderie of being with like-minded people.

K

As every retiree knows there are always environment
focussed groups and committees to join. And before we
realise it, a new career has commenced! At various times I
was on three environment group committees with
PENBOC/BirdLife Mornington Peninsula and Friends of

the Hooded Plover taking up most of my time and
commitment.

DB outing 2009 - Cath Cousland

PENBOC/BirdLife Mornington Peninsula’s birdwatching outings programs always included visits to Devilbend and
Bitten Reservoirs and surrounding bushland or Woods Bushland Reserve. My first Penboc outing at Devilbend in
1997 was with the permission of the land manager Melbourne Water as entry to the area was not allowed at the time.
Because of the variety and number of birds and their habitats birdwatching at Devilbend and Bittern was so popular I
led additional fifth Wednesday of the month outings from 2008 to 2011.
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From 2005-2009 I surveyed monthly at Devilbend. Starting at 7.00 am Roger Richards and a couple of very
experienced birders and I surveyed several areas: Bittern
Reservoir and surrounds; on the northern side of Hodgins
Road for bush birds; and birds seen on the water and
surrounds from the southwest corner of Devilbend
Reservoir. While not in their league [ hope I was able to
contribute. Starting at 9.00 am Roger and another group
surveyed Devilbend Reservoir and surrounds. Two
special moments: we were birding at 7 am on a crisp
morning, watching White-bellied Sea-Eagles circling
over Devilbend reservoir and/or at their nest high in a
eucalypt across the water from where we stood with
binoculars at the ready; and on another survey we were
looking into mistletoe and seeing a Scarlet Honeyeater
close to Hodgins Road gate. I phoned David Ap-Thomas
who was surveying at Woods Reserve. He phoned back
not long after saying ‘we have just seen a Scarlet
Honeyeater here’!

2009 Bird outing DB - Cath Cousland

In all my birding at Devilbend seeing a Grey-crowned Babbler in the picnic area in 1999 was the ultimate special
moment

W'tw w o
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At the same time newsletter editing beckoned. A short bi-monthly
newsletter, PENBOC NEWS, was set up and edited by Max
Burrows in 2005. In 2008 I put up my hand to edit the newsletter as
a 20-page pdf newsletter that could be distributed as a printed and
folded copy as well as digitally. After BOCA and Birds Australia
amalgamated in 2012 forming BirdLife Australia the name was
changed to Mornington Peninsula Birdlife and produced quarterly.
Understanding that preservation and restoration of habit is critical -
without habitat there will be no birds - I published articles about
Mornington Peninsula birds and related activities that addressed
this in some way. The articles written by members and others, not

by me, were published with a ratio of more text than photos and

Juv. E Coot displaying eating method & reptilian subject to strict deadlines. I was always thrilled to receive lots of

footwear - Con Duyvestyn 2009
excellent articles, suitable for novice and
experienced birdwatchers, and great photos. | to

edited/produced the newsletter for 17years Mornin g ton Peninsula birHlife
before stepping down at the end of 2024. B| r d I |f e

Now after 30years of having a new career I am
enjoying being retired again. And back into
thinking more about all my passions;
birdwatching, bushwalking and adventure
travel.

Val Ford
THE MARRON THREAT

Marron is a large species of freshwater crayfish
indigenous to south-west Western Australia.
There are two recognised species; Cherax
Cainii and the rarer Cherhax Tenuimanus.
Marron have been illegally stocked in a number

Volume 12 Number 1 March 2023

A

of reservoirs and dams on the Mornington Hooded Plover reacts to Silver Gull taking its chick at Point Leo. Photo by Mark Lethlean
Peninsula, including the Devilbend and Bittern
Reservoirs and the OT Dam at Arthurs Seat.
The original stock possibly came from a failed
fish farming venture.
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Unlike other freshwater crayfish, Marron do not burrow but continually scour the bottom sediment of lakes and dams
for food. They are often referred to as benthic omnivores as they devour most things alive or dead. Marron is a
declared noxious species under the Victorian Fisheries Act 1995, making it an offence to have Marron in one’s
possession unless covered by a permit from Fisheries Victoria.

I consider Marron as a threat if they were translocated to a stream or streams containing platypus.

If this were to occur the resident platypus population would be competing with a large and aggressive crayfish for
food. This could put the survival of the platypus at risk.

Under current fisheries legislation a licensed person may use 10 hoop or open topped lift nets for the taking of
yabbies. This type of fishing gear would be ideal for the capture of Marron in a reservoir like Devilbend where the use
of these nets is allowed.

In 2017 I wrote to the Minister for Agriculture (copy attached) pointing out the danger posed by the translocation of
Marron to streams containing indigenous populations of freshwater crayfish. [ must admit at that time I did not take
into consideration the possible adverse effect on platypus. Some two months later the Minister responded to my letter
and a copy of that letter is attached without comment.

Kevin Street

Office of the Hon Jaala Pulford mp

Minister for

1Spring Street

Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Australia
Telephone. +613 8392 6000

DX 210292

Minister for 1al Development

Ref: CMIIN173549R

Mr Kevin Street
4 Sovereign Court
MORNINGTON VIC 3931

Dear Mr Street
MARRON IN DEVILBEND NATURAL FEATURES RESERVE

Thank you for your correspondence of 13 March 2017 about Marron in Devilbend Natural
Features Reserve.

Marron are declared as noxious fish under the Fisheries Act 1995 and the penalties for
being in possession and translocating live marron for the first offence is 100 penalty units
or $15,546. Marron may be caught using yabby style traps in Devlibend Reservoir but
must not be put back in the water or transported live off site.

These strong penalty provisions are considered adequate to manage the risk of marron
being translocated to other waterways.

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. If you require further information,
please contact Anthony Forster, Freshwater Fisheries Manager, Fisheries Victoria on

telephone (03) 8392 6871.

Yours sincerely

aala Pulford
Minister for Agriculture.

pate: 8/ § /2017
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VALE

Doug Johnson
Sadly, Doug passed away a few weeks ago.

Doug was highly respected down-to-earth gynaecologist in Mornington — delivering many babies at the
Bays Hospital & elsewhere. Doug and Di, a GP, lived formerly in Traralgon before moving to the Garden
Vineyard over the road from the Devilbend Picnic Ground. They grew grapes & had a wonderful garden.

Their daughter created a special section of indigenous bush garden.

A church warden, Doug represented the people of the parish of St. Peters Mornington, and was a very caring

community member and a gentle and kind person.

Doug was a member of the former Devilbend Landcare, and organised the Clean Up Australia around
Devilbend. He attended many of the Devilbend AGMs when they were held in conjunction with the

Landcare AGMs in the picnic ground. We extend sympathy to Di and family.
Annabel Richards on behalf of Devilbend Foundation

Websites to peruse:

Mornington Environment Assoc Inc — www.morningtonenviro.org.au
https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au

Wiley Online Library — https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12467

Echidna Research & Conservation — echidnacsi@adelaide.edu.au

https://www.thebushfirefoundation.org

https://www.dungbeetles.com.au

https://weeds.org.au

https://invasives.com.au — Invasive Species Council

www.pestsmart.org.au

https://www.nature.com

http://www.wildthingsaustralia.org.au

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/grass - volunteers wanted to monitor grassland dryness

www.spiffa.org.au — Southern Peninsula Flora & Fauna Assoc.
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Devilpend Fovindation

DEVILBEND FOUNDATION INC.

SUBSCRIPTION - Please return form via email to DFI with subscription, and pay

online (place name in Reference for Direct Deposit and Receipt)

YEAR - July 2025 — June 2026

AMOUNT: $20 (DFI Bendigo Bank: BSB 633-000 Account No. 12907 9448

ST ATUS: ettt ittt ettt et e et e titieeteieeeatineeaeeaeenes

MEMBER SINCE (QDDTOX.) tttiiitttttteeieeeeeeteaaeeseeennnsaeseeeennns

GENERAL MEMBER, GROUP REPRESENTATIVE MEMBER - (state group name)

ADDRESS: ...iooiitiiiiiitiiiiiiii ittt

TELEPHONE /MOBILE NO. ..ccciviiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieiieanene...

PAID ONLINE (Date)....coceueeueiueiueiiiieiaeiieiaeiaeiaiieiaeaeeanennene.,

$20 enclosed/attached (Date) ....eeeeeeenieeeieeaeeaeeaeaeeaeanennes
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.

WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A WORLD
CLASS CONSERVATION RESERVE!

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit yourself as this
financial year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as we are listed on the
Register of Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of the Income Tax Assessment Act
1997.

Yes, I would like to donate §................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund
[ ]I attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.

PO Box 9

Hastings

Vic 3915

[ ]I will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust
Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct (Ring DFI Treasurer Brewis
Atkinson 0437 665 758

“STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH” BOOKLET

Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve — A Strategic Planning
Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.

PO Box 9

Hastings

Vic 3915

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS

I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. Please keep me
in touch & note my name & contact details here.

Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 0427539576 or marniefitzl(@gmail.com or post this to PO Box 9 Hastings 3915

5 T (Please print)
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